Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



L' (TcT^i^. «j!6v;.s- 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



BOUGHT FROM THB 

AMEY Richmond Sheldon 

FUND 




^OUR SERMONS, 

PREACHED IN LONDON, 1832, 



BY 



JOHN WILKINSON, Gent, 

OF HIGH WYCOMBE. 



a 4Wlem6er of ^t ^otwtp of dfHntiisf* 



\ 



*' "Ftwlj ye haV^e receiyed, freely give." — Matt, x. 8. 



LONDON : 
HAMILTON, ADAMS, & Co. PATERNOSTER ROW, 

E. FRY, HOUNDSDITCH ; ' 
AND WRIGHT & BAGNALL, BRISTOL. 



MDCCCXXXIII. 

FBICE TWO SHILLINGS, 



FOUR SERMONS, 



PREACHED IN LONDON, 1832, 



BT 



JOHN WILKINSON, Gent, 



OF HIGH WYCOMBE, 



9i 0tettAtt of t\)t ^tidttg of StittCa^ 



" Freely ye have received, freely gire." — Matt, z. 8. 



LONDON : 
HAMILTON, ADAMS, & Co. PATERNOSTER ROW, 

E. FRY, HOUNDSDITCH ; 
AND WRIGHT & BAGNALL, BRISTOL. 



MDCCCXXXni. 



FOUR SERMONS, 



PREACHED IN LONDON, 1832, 



BT 



JOHN WILKINSON, Gent. 



OF HIGH WYCOMBE, 



9 iBtnOitt of tf)t ^odtig of Stitvii&* 



" Freely ye ha?e received, freely gire." — Matt. x. 8. 



LONDON : 
HAMILTON, ADAMS, &Co. PATERNOSTER ROW, 

E. FRY, HOUNDSDITCH ; 
AND WRIGHT & BAGNALL, BRISTOL. 



MDCCCXXXIII. 



IV PREFACE. 

suffered injury rather than obtained benefit 
from the practice of supporting its ministers 
by a compulsory maintenance, it may be 
worth while to look round us, and to examine 
how far a system which calls for no such 
support, and which even denies the right of 
ministers of the gospel to receive it, is calcu- 
lated to forward the interests of true religion. 
A brief statement of the views of the 
Society of Friends upon christian ministry, 
may not perhaps, be improperly introduced 
here, and we conceive that it cannot better be 
laid before our readers than in the words of 
their own writers. Mr. Robert Barclay in 
his celebrated " Apology for Quakerism," a 
work never yet answered, writes in the year 
1675 :— 

" The sum then of what is said, is, that 
the ministry that we have pleaded for, and 
which also the Lord hath raised up among 
us, is, in all its parts, like the true ministry 
of the apostles and primitive Church." 
"I. The ministry and ministers we plead 
for, are such as are immediately called 
and sent forth by Christ and his Spirit 
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PREFACE. V 

'* unto the work of the ministry. So were 
" the holy apostles and prophets, as appears 
" by these places, Mat x. 1 — 5. Eph. iv. II. 
'' Heb. V, 4. 

" IL The ministers we plead for, are such 
as are acted and led by God's Spirit, and 
by the power and operation of his grace 
in their hearts, are in some measure con- 
verted and regenerate ; and so are good, 
holy, and gracious men. Such were the 
holy prophets and apostles, as appears 
from 1 Tim. iii. 2, 3, 4, 6, 6. Tit. i. 
7, 8, 9." 

" III. The ministers we plead for, are such 
as act, move, and labour in the work of the 
ministry ; not from their own mere natural 
strength and ability, but as they are acted, 
moved, supported, assisted and influenced 
by the Spirit of God, and minister accord- 
ing to the gift received, as good stewards 
of the.manifold grace of God. Such were 
" the holy prophets and apostles, 1 Pet, iv. 
" 10, 11. 1 Cor. i. 17. ii. 3,4,6—13. Acts 
" ii. 4. Mat. X. 20. Markxiii. 11. Luke xii. 
" 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 2." 
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Vi PREFACE. 

" IV. The ministers we plead for, are 
" such as being holy and humble, contend 
not for precedency and priority ; but rather 
strive to prefer one another, and serve one 
another in love ; neither desire to be dis- 
tinguished from the rest by their garments 
" and large phylacteries, nor seek the greet- 
" ings in the market-placeSj nor uppermost 
" rooms at feasts, nor the chief seats in the 
synagogues ; nor yet to be called of men, 
master, &c. Such were the holy prophets 
^^ aujd apostles, as appears from Mat. xxiii. 
" 8, 9, 10. and xx. 25, 26, 27." 

" V. The ministers we plead for, are such 

as having freely received, freely give ; who 

covet no man's silver, gold, or garments ; 

" who seek no man's goods, but seek them, 

" and the salvation of their souls : whose 

" hands supply their own necessities, work- 

" ing honestly for bread to themselves and 

their families. And if at any time they be 

called of God, so as the work of the Lord 

" Jhinder them from the use of their trades, 

take what is freely given them, by such to 

whom they have communicated spirituals ; 
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PREFACE. VU 

^' and having food and raiment, are therewith 
" content. Such were the holy prophets 
^^ and apostles, as appears from Mat. x. 8. 
" Acts XX. 33, 34, 35. 1 Tim. vi. 8." 

" And in a word, we are for a holy, 
" spiritual, pure, and living ministry, where 
*^ the ministers are both called, qualified 
" and ordered, acted and influenced in all 
" the steps of their ministry by the Spirit of 
" God ; which being wanting, we judge 
" they cease to be the ministers of Christ." 
—Proposition X. 

And Mr. J.J. Gumey, a preacher of some 
distinction in the present day, thus writes : — 

" Every christian will allow that the pro- 
" phets, apostles, and evangelists, of ancient 
" times, who were chosen beforehand in the 
" divine counsels to be the bearers of the 
" message of their Lord, were prepared for 
" their office before they were called upon 
" to exercise its duties; and it is equally 
" incontrovertible, that this preparation, 
" which in some instances appears to have 
" been gradual and long-continued, and in 
" others, short and sudden, was of the Lord, 
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Vlll PREFACE. 

" and not of man. They were fitted for the 
" the exercise of the Lord's giftSj by the 
" work of his grace. Possibly their might 
^' be occasions when, under very peculiar 
circumstances, and in order to answer some 
extraordinary end, even the impenitent 
sinner might be made to prophesy. But 
such instances, if any such there were, can 
be considered only as rare exceptions to a 
" general rule. No reasonable theologian 
will refuse to admit, that, in general, the 
individuals whom the Lord raised up 
among the Israelites and in the infant 
christian church, to be prophets and 
" preachers of the word — ^to be instruments 
" of conversion and edification to others — 
were themselves previously subjected to 
the influence of redeeming power, cleansed 
" in a considerable degree from their old 
" sins, and taught to live in the fear and 
" love of God. Utterly unable would they 
" have been to proclaim unto others, in de- 
" monstration of the Spirit, the righteousness 
" which is by faith : had they not, in the 
" first instance, obtained for themselves an 









PREFACE. IX 

experimeatal acquaintance with that right- 
eousness. ^ Create in me a clean heart, 
God', cried the Psalmist, ' and renew 
a right spirit within me. Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation ; and uphold 
' me with thy free Spirit ; then will I teach 
' transgressors thy ways ; and sinners shall 
' he converted unto thee'; Ps. li. 10, 12, 13, 
' cowp. II. Tim. ii. 19—21." 
" Now, Friends are of the opinion that, 
* with respect to the preparation of ministers, 
' as well as to their original selection, no 
' valid distinction can be drawn between 
' the preachers of the word, in ancient times, 
' and those who are rightly authorized for 
' the service in the present day. The latter, 
' indeed, may receive a far lower degree of 
' inspiration than the former. Nevertheless, 
' they are gifted of the Lord according to 
' their own measure, and minister to the 
' people under the immediate influence of 
' his Spirit. We hold it then to be an unde- 
' niable position, that for the right exercise 
' of such a gift, (unless, as before mentioned, 
it be under very peculiar and extraordinary 
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" circumstances) the work of divine grace 
** in the heart is an indispensable prepa- 
" ration." # # # # # 

" The work of grace, which is carried 
" forward in the hearts of his selected ser- 
" vants by the Lord himself, is deemed by 
" Friends to be at once indispensable and 
" siifficienty as a preparation for the chris- 
" tian ministry. The addition of literary 
" attainment, upon which some persons are 
" accustomed to lay so great a stress, they 
regard as a non-essential circumstance. 
Our views on this branch of the subject 
" are justified alike by the records of scrip- 
'* ture, and by our own experience, as a 
" religious body. Among the prophets and 
" preachers of ancient Israel, and the apos- 
" ties and other early disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there were indeed certain 
individuals (for example, king Solomon, the 
apostle Paul, and the evangelist Luke) 
who were distinguished, in various degrees, 
by the acquirements of learning ; but in 
many other instances it must be confessed, 
that the persons who were called upon of 
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PREFACE. XI 

^' the Lord to become the preachers of right- 
** eoTisness, were altogether destitute of the 
*' advantage of eradition." ***** 

" As an academical preparation for the 

" specific object of the ministry is considered 

" by Friends to be unnecessary and impro- 

^* per, so the opportunity of it is precluded 

" among them by a single consideration ; 

" namely, that according to their sentiments, 

" it is the Lord alone (as I have already en- 

" deavoured to explain) who selects the 

" ministers of the gospel, and that until the 

" work be actually commenced, the Society 

" is ignorant who have been selected.*' — 

" Observations on the Religious Peculiarities 

" of the Society of Friends.'' 

Mr. Wilkinson, whose sermons are here 
given, is a private gentleman, residing at 
High Wycombe, and as far as the writer has 
been able to collect of his biography, he is 
the son of the late Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, who 
was a clergyman of the Church of England. 
His mother not long after her marriage, 
adopted the views of the Society of Friends, 
and joined that sect. Mr. Wilkinsons 
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XU PE£FAC£. 

father dying while he was young, his edu- 
cation devolved upon his mother, who 
brought him up in the principles of Quaker- 
ism, and we imderstand he is much esteemed 
in the society. 



SEKMON I. 



TnM lov« of <}bnst, Baittiffae apostle, conotstrameih 
us, and it is iny b^lov^d Mtods, ihe lore of Christ 
that constrateetii m^ to come among^ yoo; and to 
stand up anR>)!g you; although I cannot but feel 
that I have far nibr6 imd t6 be ministered unto 
than to imniiit^, and seeiA to have more necessity 
to call xxpofi you 'for your sympathy, than to offer 
myself as in any way calculated to hold out 
iusthicidon: the vessel seems to be empfcy. O 
that he who atone can baptize both preachers and 
bearers, may ih his tender mercy influence our 
hearts' together iu the love of the everlasting' 
gospel, that we may be built up together in the 
love of him, who is the author and the finisher of 
om faith, and who is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever ; without him we can do nothing to 
any purpose, but he is able, and graciously disposed 
to help those who put their confidence in him. To 
him therefore do I tenderly invite "you every one, 
my beloved friends, with earnest desires to benefit 
by the same gracious and merciful help which he 
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affords unto them who, meeting together in hb 
name, do seek unto him with full purpose of heart* 
There seems to be very great instruction con- 
tained in that passage in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
where the apostle says, ^^ By faith Noah warned 
of God of things not seen as yet, mored with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became heir 
of the righteous&ess which is lof fiuth.'' It seemp 
one great part of the work of a mimster of thd 
gospel, to set forth to those who hear him, the 
rfeal ground that exists of fear with respect to the 
con<fiti6n in which we are by nature ; those indeed 
who have laid hold <m Christ by a Ihring faith, 
hare not received the spirit of IxHidage again to 
fear, but the spirit of adoption, whereby they cry 
Abba, Father; the Spirit itself bearing witness 
with their spirits, that they are the sons of God; 
and if sons, then heirs, heirs of God and joini 
heirs with Christ; but to those who have not jbo 
learned Christ there is a great need that they be 
moved by fear, as they cannot, until they receive 
the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ, be moved by 
love, here is the great difference, and therelbce to 
to the careless and unc<:Nacemed, to the half 
believers, to those who trust in their own lighte^ 
ousness, there seems to be an absolute necessity 
of setting forth the scriptural grounds of fear. 
What had Noah to fear more than other men ? and 



it olliers had been moted by fear to adopt that 

method wfaidi was revealed to Noah as the only 

means of safety, would they not have been Uhe- 

wise saved from the effects of the deluge ? Why 

did ilot other men construct arks, in order that 

they and their houses might be saved? Simply for 

this reason, that they did not believe* We may 

well suppose fliat in that day when the flood, from 

the acioount which is handed down to us, deluged 

the earth, the great bulk of the community would 

hear the pteaching of Noah, and his warnings, (as 

he was a preacher of righteousness,) with absolute 

mdiffioreace, perhaps with scorn ; that they would 

Bot put ihemsalves out of their accustomed way 

to guard against Ihe Ihreatened danger; otbeis 

might use their reasoning powers upon the sulyect, 

and say, why really with regard to this deluge that 

we are UAd q£, it can have its origin in nothing 

but delusion, for we know the sea cannot rise 

much above its level ; and as to the clouds, they 

cannot poor down enough water to produce uocji 

a flood as is thveatened, and therefore the thing is 

manifestly an idle fkntasy. Others again would 

half believe, imd think that it would be well at 

least to. take some precaution, and might remove 

themselves to the higher parts of the earth, and 

Hxete think that they might make security move 

sure, by building to themselves such habitations as 

should keep the ihreatened danger out ; but we 



see in the eventi how utterly wortUesg.mast every 
contrivance have been but that only lasaas wbidi 
God in his wisdom and goodness^ .was pleaaed to 
prescribe to Noah ; and we see also ^ho w peobable 
it was, that those who did not 4t>eiiere, should 
reject the idea c^ there being any safely in the.aiit 
if it were constmoted. Does he not teU us that 
there is to be a great floodi Take4br paoisd wAukt 
he says, what is this fraU things althou;^ it >be 
large, to do against such mighly waters ashe^alks 
of ? If indeed ihe> water be of so oyerw)iehaiag a 
natore, how is it likely, in the very naliarei of things, 
that such an oA as this can aTiiil him:? It is very 
unlikely that it should keep the wat» out from 
above, because it must fall in «aA woadniM 
quantities to produce that whic^ he talks of; gxiA 
how unlikely it is, that it should bear any jdiocks 
and concussions, which it would necessarily meet 
with in a flood such as he describes. And therefore 
on all hands, unbelief, the evil heart <^ unbelief, 
would find out that there was no necessity for the 
thing in Ihe first place; and in the next place, if 
the Ihing should come, that the prescribed remedy 
was no defence. And my bdioved Mends, we see 
how it is in the present day, when men will not 
believe in the overwhelming nature of sin, in its 
direfulness, in its fetal effects, they are ready to 
excuse themselves from the least necessity of 
flying for refiige unto Jesus C^st oisr Lord ; ia 



<^ &«t place ihey ans ready enough to conceivv 

that siSt ^d^ough it be productire of many incon* 

Teliieiice9, b not by any means of such an oveiv 

"^hehwig natHre^ but that mea by taking proper 

eaie, uafaig iheix understandings, exercising their 

facdUes, Biay, generally speaking, reti^eTe any 

ino^irreBieaees thai may come upon them; and if 

they fail m this rei^ect, why they must fail, because 

th^ leaiedy prc^xMsed can have no such effect as it 

11 declared m the ser^tores to have, and therefore 

tbay are rwdy, (when they have turned over the 

setiptiires, perhaps on some occasion when they 

ha^ ftlt a little inclination and some leisure to 

^Kamuie them,) they are disposed to think that 

Aeie is a great deal said about a liUle^ and that 

A«ye is a much more simple padi, in which they 

Hiay tread, tiban that w;hich is described in the 

8eri]Mikres; they then lay hold of passages here 

ttid there, that suit their particular inclinations, 

^ then adept them in their minds as though 

^^ re^y originated them. God is love, they 

^7% Tes, tndy ; were it not for that^ would he have 

s^his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth 

^ bim shoidd not perish but have everlasting fife ? 

But then if God be love, although we may commit 

Bomt ftultfi^ and in- many respects violate the 

^^QnMulds «Kf God, it can be necessaiy for nothing 

^ to be dene^ than that we should ask God for his 

^*^veiiess, and then if he indeed be love, he will 
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forgire us; if he be not lovei we caimot hrip 
ourselves ; if he be severe, what can we do ; and 
therefore how can it be necessary for themddiatioa 
that is spoken of, or for any atonement? What efect 
can it produce ? How can it shelt^ us Aam any 
thing ? How can it produce any beneficial efleiets 
upon the mind to believe that which seems to be a 
speculative doctrine ? Why may we not go straight 
forward ? Grant that we have offended God, and 
grievously offended him, we have nothing to do 
but to go straight to him ; beside, if God indeed 
have given us his Spirit, and his Spirit be dwelling 
in us as a reprover, why need we any mediator ? 
His Spirit is within us, and therefore we have 
nothing to do but to pay attention to the dictates 
of the divine Spirit within us, and if we do this, 
We shall surely be saved. O my beloved friends, 
how doth vain, and ignorant, and deceived man, 
hate the very thing in question! If it were told 
us that safety were to be found on the other side 
of a river, a de^p river, is it enough for us to think 
that we will transport ourselves there ? Must there 
not be every means provided for us to go over that 
river ? In vain would it be for us to think that the 
simple way would be to go over; how are we to 
go over is the question*: in vain would it be for us 
to think; that we should be safe on the other side; 
what is to take us to the other side ? In vain then 
is it for man to think that he can love God, and 



Berve God from the heart, and do those things 

wbicli aa^e well pkasing in the sight of God, and 

haire union and communion with God, in any other 

way thazi that which God hath provided, even in 

and through his beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour, 

Jeans Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the 

life^ and no man cometh unto the Father but by 

Mm.: this will ever seem strange, and must seem 

most unsatisfactory' unto those who simply hear 

it without a disposition to believe it; but it is 

the joyfiil work of the ministers of the gospel to 

declare that it is a safe, and e&ctual way, and to 

invite all to come, taste and see that the Lord is 

good. Bemain no longer on the other side of the 

river; by no means be satisfied. whilst the great 

gulf remains between our souls and God^ be Qot 

endeavouring to construct any means of reconciling 

yourselves to God, or any thing in which you can 

shelter yourselves; the overwhelming effects of sin, 

which rise above the tops of the highest mountains 

that we can conceive of, will be a»ch as effectually 

to destroy all refuges of lies; therefore, whether 

there be the careless and listless, the philosophic 

unbeliever, or the half believer trusting in his own 

righteousness, and in his own strength, they must 

alt perish together; there is no safety but in the 

aifk which God hath provided, even bis beloved 

Son, cmr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 

himself for us. 



But wky loay wa aot hme imnfiBdfate aoceaa ta 
Ood widiofil fioeh a means liciiif pnmdedy nsai 
nioh a medialor} O, lay bdknred liieaida, the law 
at Otod is as He is, htAjf. and jual^ aad good. 
Bis lav caniKrt be Tiolaled with fanpomlgri tliQ 
soul diat sinoetk it shall die, is the awfU smi- 
tenoe whidi Ood halh been {daased toprcmeiuice; 
jiies, the God of love and menf^ of tnUh and 
holiness, and righteeusiiess. Thete ia no avoiding 
the penalty of his law; ^and theie is noaytiidittg the 
eiecta of bvealdng hialaw, but by the «nly mease 
whieh he hath |ftnvided. If his law be a peifeet, 
tighteotts, goad, andholy law, as it is, &e l»eak« 
iag of that law mnat necessarily being fidn upon 
those who break vit; nnlesa Hmt ruin be, by 
Almighty pbwnr, pxoranted. God will magnify 
his law and make it henooiable. What, in d^ 
comer of his dominion is his holy law to be vio-^ 
kitod with impunity i Most assaiedly set ; bnt 
how infinitely meicifiil and good is he «kIo pooff 
unworthy mtnem^ rebels againat his law ! My 
belov^ fiiends, these may seem to be harsh terms, 
bizt Aey must be belieii^. Do we beliere them I 
Let us, if it be but superfidaUy, eacamine oua own 
hearts; we cannot dray thait we ave uoineie ; and 
that we have, with more of teas of deMbenction 
and pertinacity, rebelled against the law of God ; 
how great then is hia goodness, that instead of 
suflfering our moral disease to ran its nataoal 



juatifiar jo£ fa||n UmiI UdieveUiiii Jemm. JSb, who 
W9A on >tbe fbegiiiiuiig mth Qod ; irlia is Goi^ 
«ho is Ap }Sim of God; ou jnHh diefiithflr^ 
in ^Mifeci^ ^aecoidHM^ iwith ithe SstbArnte, « 
Cfrd«r:ifaait the fl<aitsac^ jaightlMieuBttedy vlddi 
hadvpamedagaiifilHiaiQ; ud lliat tficwre iBJiM he 
leodnnlKfttion Jbetnmo God jmd jumii; iwtWBM 
ibs ,<^ndad-r-|]io jufldf qpMOided Ayvsnei^a, snt 
las xebellio^iaetltaseyilidy la lihe«aeieiAil oqvwnI 
«f Ijfte Most fii|^9 tfta ufKtt biaitelf ocior luitnn^ 
and i];i oar ootim did .pcHcfeoMf fiilfiLtiM lamr .4if 
God; diai^holjj^. jiifily ^d t^fUD ilaar; Jiiid 4m^ 
Aeverthdeas, qafftr 42ie 4»e^iHj of idas bicolLcaEi lMr4 
toii^meAMSajiBci unto dasiih, Mvmck ibeigomdou 
ooB daalb of tko mxras; iie aras juuabered wnik 
txmwgnmarB^ liuU .w«, li^diigiioldoC Idmi^ow 
sorefy, JbjTA living fflQ^; IhatJure, wlio are 'beetle 
CI8 of iiio kur, ipigh;t escape dMii awfid pciilty 
&at odienrise would lMfv» fidlsn apm ns; 4]isit 
thelawof Godjnigttbe auigoified to aU eteliity 
and iaade honoiixaUe. 

^^9 lay bdoFad /noAda, Ami it smhe ^lomd 
^y &ar la fljrdnto Ibi^ aikrHJns ffq#igpi tjiln V^ 
set betee osy-rr-if /wsa. do indeed % ifsto Um^ and 
lay hold oo hiai, and on bis sdnration, wo ahaH 
A^abem^rodbgrJoKO. €l|reater|o7obatilinDniaii 
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Au tkity diat a nun lay doiwn hia 1^ fer his 
fiiends; and ye am my friends, said the blessed 
Savioory tf ye do whatsoerer I comniaBd you. 
Nodiing, my beloved friends, nodiing bat a liviin; 
ftith in tiM Son of Ood,4;an indace as to do tboes 
ddngs from the heart, which are wdl pleasing in 
the sight fof God. Nothtngr-absolotely nodun^ 
eah moTe us so to love God, as that we shall ob^ 
fcimfiott the heart, baft believing in his beloved 
Son, cm Laid and Sanpor Jesus Christ, who gave 
himsdif for us. Baft, methinks I hear a poor 
sooowfrd sool, moved with fear, ready to eiy out, 
bat how can I believe! I do not indeed dispute 
Ike comkag ot Jesus dnist; and 4iave long been 
iniclisixised to dispute it; but as to believing oa 
Hm in any such way as to have a praetieal eflEbct 
on my heart, it is not in my power. No, my 
beloved friends, it is not in your pow«r; but there 
is a power that can move the heart to receive the 
blessed truths of the gospel. The mnegenerate 
carnal man cannot believe, any more than those 
who were warned of the coming flood cmdd believe. 
But what is to be done? While I speak these 
things, conscious of my own exceeding insuffi* 
Clancy and incapacity to speak on this great 
subject as I ought to speak, and as I earnestly 
wish, my veiy heart is moved with sympathy— 
with earnest desire-^with prayer to God, that in 
his infinite mercy and goodness, he may open the 
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heart of eteiy one who may be standing as n&is 
off, to xee^ve the troth to their everkystiog salva- 
tion. The heart, my beloved friends, must bb 
toQched by the power of the H^y Spirit; most be 
awajkened by the power of the Holy Sf^irit; theie 
is no such thing as repentance and faith, without 
reg^iemtion; but God is pleased, in his infinite 
mercy and love, that men should be warned; thait 
they should be invited; that his goodness and 
meroy shoqld be declared unto them; and, O, how 
great is his goodness ! he doth move to the reoq>i^ 
tion of the truths of the gospFel of his blessed Son* 
But do we say that our h^earts are not thus moved; 
that they r^nain hard; that there is no dispoaitioii 
to receive the truth? O that it were possible to 
convey unto you a sense of the love and mercy of 
God; and that he doth graciously hearken to, and- 
answer prayer. Pray unto him, my beloved fri^uls; 
beg of him for that essentially needful help which 
shall move the heart to godly scarrow, and lo* 
repentance ; that godly scMrrow that^orketh repen^ 
tance unto salvation, not to be repented of; and to 
a lively iailh in the Lord Jesus Christ, wh^eby 
the heart is influenced by the love of God; for 
faith worketh, through love, to the purifying of the 
heart May J affectionately ask some of you, in 
the love of a deeply interested brother, Have you 
been earnest in your cry unto the Ood that heareth 
prayer, that your hearts might be awakened to a 
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senile <tf yodr edtk^Aotti TUat ^ooioightU^hdi 
of hitia T^ho is iiidedd oar sottrty? TlmtToairi^ 
tMyi^nt of your' sins, and hate a- living hUi 
in CbaA«t ? O, if ikefe has' not been' a > ledl,- atid 
tteeere desiicf for itiis^ 1^ me invite 31EOU td a titfiMls' 
rbveorent prayer to God, to -pei^m^AAg pra^r. 
Hie enemy of sonls'wotdd dispose us to tlA^'tM 
God is not to be motisd hjr any tlfi^ tliaff we <sft 
afik. How is it likeljr he wottM si^^eftt, thattlie 
jjUrpbideB of God shonld be alfdfed, andhi^v^oddad- 
to^ards uii, by any Oiag that \^fe iftirf siity ? »h^ 
intends to do ife good, WiB he lafot do us good- 
iriHiont cfttt asking; and if he dbe» not intend to 
do us good, will he be mbvetf by ou^ asking? 
B^side^ , how can it tie likely tbiat any Ibrmti applf- 
(ktibn to OcA should be of the le^t service? If 
we desiire the thing, it is the same as pmy^,^uBd if 
we do not desire it there can be no use in prayinp*^ 
certainly not, but my belored friends there is ^ch 
a thing as hutnbly, and secretly ptostratmg oiw- 
selte& befofe God, and beseeching of him that he 
will be pleaied to bestow his Holy Spirit upon us, 
that he will move our hearts by the pdwer of his 
Spirit J that he will enable us to receive the tmtk 
of the gbspel of Jesus Christ. O thai the enemy 
may not continue to prevail against any of us;*— 
haA not our Lord and Saviour himself deelaied, 
that every one that aske<3i receiveth, that he'€hat 
seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall 
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be opened? And how graciously doth he^ if I may 
so say, clench this assurance by the most powerful 
argmnents, which we cannot too often have held 
up to our view. If a son ask bread of any of you 
that is a father, will he give him a stone ; or if he 
ask for a fish, will he give him a serpent ; or if he 
ask for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion ? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good things to 
your children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give good things, or as another Evangelist 
expresses it, whereby we may know the meaning 
of good things — ^how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that 
ask him ? How forcible the expression ! How con- 
clusive the argument! How much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the holy Spirit unto them that 
ask him; and how powerfully does he call upon 
us in his love and goodness, as though he would 
persuade us to the very utmost that we should not 
despair, even though we be not sensible of any 
answer to our prayers ; for he gave forth a parable 
to this end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint^ that is, that they should not go away 
discouraged, because they have no assurance at all 
that their poor prayers are answered, but that they 
should again and again with persevering endea- 
TOUTS strive to draw near to God, and beg of him 
for his grace, for his love, and his mercy in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, for the help of his holy Spirit, for 
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Jesus Christ's sake. If tlus be not our condaety 
my beloved fiiends, are we doing common jusdee 
to our own souls? Are we using those means, whicli 
he who proTed his lore to ns in that he gave hi8 
life for us, that we might be saved; are we usisg 
those means which he hath prescribed ? How is 
it possible, that he who so proved his love to us, 
gave us a proof so stupendous of his infinite m^cy 
and love; that he should in any way mislead us, 
or should give us reason to expect that which he 
will not bring to pass ? I beseech you, therefore, 
be not discouraged, any of you, my beloved brethren 
and sisters, in whatever way you may be circum- 
stanced, or wherever you may be placed ; at the 
time when you least expect it, perhaps, may he 
who heareth prayer, and in his own time, and in 
his own way, answer it; at a time, perhaps, when 
you least expect it, may your hearts be broken by 
a sense of your own un worthiness, and sinfulness, 
and you may be enabled to cry with real contrition, 
God be merciful to me a sinner; and in his own 
time will God reveal to you, in a manner, which at 
present you cannot understand, or conceive, liis 
love in Christ Jesus our Lord ; so that you will be 
astonished that these things should not have been 
received by you before, and that you should pass 
over these great things so slightly, it will seem so 
plain to your understandings, and will so truly 
affect your hearts. But if there be a long wilder- 



ness to trarel through, my beloved friends, and U 
seem sus though there were no water, nor any hope 
of water, no refreshment to the soul, O that you 
might be prevailed upon by no means to turn aside, 
but keep the great object in view. There are many 
ways in which God is pleased to try us, but all 
are intended for our good; if we do but seek him ; 
\{ there is but a desire to draw near him; if there 
is but a desire to realize his blessed promises, that 
we may become acquainted with him, that we 
may experience reconciliation with him through 
his beloved Son; although he long may withhold 
from us that which is the object of our desire, he 
will most assuredly fulfil his blessed promise to 
our unspeakable comfort, and joy, and astonish* 
ment, if we persevere in seeking unto him. But 
how is sin to be overcome? How are the effects of 
sin to be destroyed? My beloved friends, sin is 
the transgression of the law of God; we are fallen 
creatures; we are continually by nature tending to 
evil ; it is our natural inclination, and why? Because^ 
by the fall, we have lost the image of God, and 
instead of the love of God in the heart, there is 
ihe love of self, and therefore we are continually 
tending to every thing that can gratify our selfish 
<lesires, and inclinations; and there is nothing that 
<^aQ possibly change this selfish nature, but the 
^olj. Spirit; and our Lord Jesus Christ gave 
Umself for us ; he suffered the ignominious death 
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of the cross, that he might atone for our sins, that 
we through him might have eternal life ; and he 
arose fi'om the dead by the power of the Spirit, 
and ascended up on high, and gave gifts unto men; 
and it is by and through him that we receive this 
precious gift ; there is no other way ; and those 
who, by a living faith are engrafted into him, the 
true vine, instead of remaining dead branches only 
fit for the fire, do receive his vital sap ; they abide 
in him, and he in them, and it is only hereby that 
they can bring forth fruit unto the praise of God, 
and unto their own everlasting joy; and therefore, 
faith being the gift of God, and salvation the gift 
of God, as it is an immerited gift, " for the wageB 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ;" and faith being 
the gift of God, it is dispensed by the holy Spirit, 
and there is no living faith without the holy Spirit; 
and those in whom the Spirit of God doth abide, 
do absolutely hate and abhor sin ; that which has 
been delightful and pleasant to them in their 
imregenerate and natural state, doth become hateful 
unto them; although they have drank of sin as an 
ox drinketh up water, when the Spirit of God 
doth influence their hearts, how gladly would they 
disgorge it, and how gladly would they refirain 
firom every thing that should lead them into temp- 
tation, or should induce them in any way to lay 
hold on that which is offensive unto God. He 
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that is in Christ, then, my beloved Mends, is a new 

creature; old things are done away, behold all^ 

things are become new ; it is not a dead faith, a 

mere notion, but it is a living faith which is 

brought about by the power of the holy Spirit, and 

therefore till we have this, we are, my beloved 

friends, — where are we ? Let us enquire, have we 

this faith? O, in the tenderness and the love of the 

gospel, I make this enquiry, with earnest desires 

to profit by it myself, and that my beloved friends 

may profit by it: now is our time, there is he who 

gave himself for us, who is moved with compassion 

towards us, and hath proved his love to us, ever 

ready to bestow upon us that life which he hath 

in himself, for he is the way, the truth, and the 

life, and therefore let nothing keep us away firom 

him, let no carnal reasoning ; let no doubts which 

are suggested by the enemy of our souls, for depend 

upon it, whatever doubts there be in our minds, 

they are not doubts arising from that which the 

Spirit of God would produce in us, but a directiy 

contrary spirit, for such is the perverseness of the 

heart of man, that whilst he is ready to break out 

with indignation at being called a sinner, his 

nature makes excuses for not coming to Christ, 

because he has in so many respects violated the 

divine law ; and because, he is not disposed by 

any means to give up that which is affording him 

present satisfaction; this, therefore, is the very 
c2 
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essence of an evil heart of unbelief; the miserable 
effects of the depravity, and deceitfuhiess, and 
perverseness of the heart: and what, shall we not 
come to be cured of our disease because it is 
inveterate? Hath not God the power to bestow 
upon us eternal life ? Hath not Christ who suffered 
for us, the disposition to help us i And will not the 
holy Spirit be bestowed upon us for his sake? If 
our disease be indeed so inveterate, what is to be 
its termination unless it be checked? Unless it be 
overcome by a sufficient remedy ? O my beloved 
friends, how fearful is the situation of those who 
voluntarily keep themselves back, on any pretence, 
from coming unto him who is the great and good 
physician, and hath the balm of Gilead, the balm 
of life; we keep away because we do not believe 
in him ; this is the real state of the case, however 
plausibly we may varnish it over to ourselves; 
what, would we be so very modest that we would 
not come to ask of him that life which he hath 
promised ; that forgiveness which God hath pro- 
mised to them who believe on his beloved Son ? 
Well, but then we must make a sacrifice; what 
can we offer? We cannot come empty handed; 
there is surely something necessary to be done 
before we can come ; my beloved friends, if there 
be a real coming unto him, a real desire to avsdl 
ourselves of the unspeakable gift of God, even our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and if we come unto him. 
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sayings Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst miike me 
clean ; if that be the real language of the heart, 
and if we do heartily believe in him, we shall soon 
find that those things which we once conceived 
would be so great a sacrifice, we are really disposed 
to give up, and earnestly desire to give up, because 
we abhor them. O, if the love of God do prevail 
in the heart, then is there that change wrought, 
which is intended to be wrought, by him who so 
loved us, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, 
but should have everlasting life; then doth the 
love of Christ constrain us, my beloved fiiends ; 
there is the constraining power of love, instead of 
the slavish power of fear, we desire to serve God, 
because we love him, for he hath first loved us ; 
we see the proof of his love, in that we believe in 
liis beloved Son, and therefore the heart is softened ; 
and whilst we abhor ourselves, and repent as in 
dust and ashes, we are enabled to look unto him 
with lively faith, and to believe that he will do all 
things for us. 

O let none of us be discouraged on any ground ; 
this is what I feel so earnestly desirous of, that 
there may be no pretence, no subterfuge; how 
strange for a man to think, that he can make a 
plausible excuse, that shall in any way be satis- 
factory on any occasion, that he has not availed 
himself of a remedy for a fatal disorder. O, if by 



I 

I 



90 

die grace of Ood, and the light of his holy Spirit, 
we are enabled to see, and to feel the plague of 
our own hearts, we shall be little disposed to make 
any excuse for not availing ourselves of the remedy 
for this fearful plague ; but the state of the case is 
often this, that the most fatal disorders produce 
the least pain ; there may be lurking in the heart 
the very essence of sin unsubdued, the very essence 
of selfishness, and yet our walk in life may be so 
steady, and so quiet, and so few things may come 
in our way to shew us that which is really in our 
hearts, that we may imagine ourselves to be in a safe 
and an advantageous state, whilst the very enemy 
is undisturbed within us, and is making security 
more sure for our entire, and complete thraldom. 
O let me aflfectionately call upon some of my 
beloved friends, deeply to ponder their ways. 
O, it is in love, if there be an attempt to probe the 
heart; it is not with an imfeeling hand, my beloved 
friends; but these are no trifles, it is no slight 
matter, no matter of small moment, whether we be 
under the dominion of the Spirit of God, and be 
influenced by the love of Christ ; or whether we 
be under the dominion of the cruel enemy of the 
soul, and be influenced by the love of self. The 
love of self may lead us into all sorts of policy, 
we may really be brought into such a state as to 
believe our own lies, and greatly to deceive others 
by whom we are surrounded, until some particular 
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thing, perhaps, may call forth to view the bitter- 
ness and corruption that is really lurking in the 
heart. O my beloved friends, it seems as though 
it made my heart ache while I say it, we may go 
to the grave without these things being called forth 
to our view; without our being sensible of these 
things; and we may seem to those who surround 
us in our dying moments, as though we were 
quietly and peacefully leaving this world. But 
the peace is the peace of insensibility, if it may be 
called peace, and the quietness is the effect of the 
stupidity and of the unfeelingness of the heart. 
Let me then most affectionatly desire that we bring 
ourselves to a scriptural test O let us not go 
dreaming on, fancying that we have nothing to 
condemn ; that we are doing our duty pretty well 
in general; that we are injuring nobody that we 
know of; that we are guilty of no crime that will 
bring reproach upon our profession, or injure our 
reputation ; or be setting a bad example ; but all 
this may be done while we are governed by policy. 
Honesty is the best policy, most assuredly, and 
those who practise it from policy, have their reward. 
Can they claim any thing more, when ihey do it 
only for the sake of outward advantage, and prac- 
tise it because they wish for outward prosperity ? 
Can they claim any thing more than outward 
prosperity as their reward? What is that man 
^bo is governed by policy while selfishness 
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xmnains in his heart? Is he not a man, if I maj 

80 say, who is taking the right side of the wrong 
road ? He keeps on that side of the road in which 
he will not be jostled by those who might otherwise 
come in contact with him; but his road is the 
dowpward path ; for he loves the things of this 
present world; his conduct is governed by the 
love of it ; his heart is fixed on the things of this 
present life; his heart is not set on things above; 
his affections are not placed there; the love o( 
God is not the influencing principle in his heart, 
but the love of self; and therefore he fancies he 
can safely give way to any corruption of his heart 
He will try to find an underground channel, in 
which it may run free from observation. But 
what is all this ? Is it not a state of heart in 
which there is the most absolute hopelessness? 
And if we be not aroused from it, what can 
become of us ? Shall we be quiet, because we 
may go stupidly to our own place ? But we shall 
be roused; roused at that awful moment, when 
all shall stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
.to give aA account of the deeds done in the body, 
whether they be good or evil. Do we think that 
if we have done no particular evil, surely we may 
give a good account ? But how comprehensive is 
the command, ^'Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, 
aod with all t)iy strength ; and thou shalt love thy 
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nmghbour as ^byseW^ Do we fulfil this, or do 
we not ? When did we fulfil it ? And if we have 
not fulfilled it, of what description will be our 
account? For all must stand before the judgment 
seat of him, who so proved his love to us, that 
he took upon himself our nature, that he might 
suffer and die for us. O, he was not governed by 
policy, my beloved friends, nor selfishness* What 
communion then can we have with him ? What 
joy in his presence ? What consolation in know- 
ing that he sees us as we really are ; that he sees 
our inmost thoughts ? What comfort in having 
our whole heart, as it were, open before an assem- 
bled universe, in the presence of him who is truth 
and purity; who is infinite in majesty? O, I 
speak not these things improperly to terrify any of 
my beloved friends, or to be holding out any thing 
that should seem like threat ; far otherwise^ But 
I earnestly and afiectionately desire, that our 
hearts may be moved by the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. God hath proved his love, in 
that he gave his only begotten Son. The beloved 
Son of God hath proved his love to us, in that he 
gave himself for us. But, notwithstanding all 
4is, if we have not the love of God abiding in 
our hearts, we shall have no communion with 
God, nor joy in his presence. In what then is 
our heaven to consist, or, are we going quietly 
^d deliberately, to that tremendous state,, in* 
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which there is eFerlasting separatton firom the 
presence of Ood ? 

O how tenderly do I desire that we may be 
warned. My belored friends, let us bring our- 
selves to a scriptural test ; let us see whether we 
be really bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit; 
whether love, joy, peace, long-suffering, be pro- 
duced in us; or whether there be the policy of 
endeavouring to serve ourselves, under the plausi- 
ble pretence of honesty, to bring gain to ourselves 
in some way, and for every thing we do, expect 
something to be done for us ; and if there be a 
prospect of profit or gain, it matters not so very 
much as to the absolute purity of the channel 
through which that gain is to come, and whether 
any of those which we would think little com- 
mandments may be violated or not And what I 
fear the most is, that if any of us are in this situ- 
ation, we may be shifting away from ourselves the 
consideration of the subject, and saying, these 
things do not belong to us. But let us be sure, 
my beloved friends, that they do not belong to 
us ; before we be satisfied that they do not, let 
us examine our own hearts by the light of 
scripture; do not let us neglect that. O the 
deceitfulness of the heart of man. A man gets 
into certain habits and ways of thinking, and 
then settles himself down, and thinks he is easv 
with this, and satisfied with the other, and he 
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has no particular sense of condemnation. And 
thus we see men absoluteljr deceiving themselves, 
and entering into the broad way with perfect 
composure, because thev feel no compunction, and 
think they have some warrant for it, and would 
hold out to the world perhaps, as occasion may 
serve, that they really are endeavouring to do their 
duly; vfhilst, at the same time, if they were really 
hon^t, and prayerfully endeavouring to find out 
that which is really the will of God concerning 
them, thqr would see that the way in which they 
are going is the downward path; that the thing 
altogeUier is downward; that it is of the earth ; 
that it t^ids to destruction. O then for humble 
reverent prayer, for real earnestness of heart. Lord, 
search me and know my heart; try me, and know 
my thoughts. O, if thou wilt be so gracious as to 
make known to me the state of my heart, bestow 
upon me the help of thy holy Spirit, that I may 
discover by that revelation which thou hast been 
pleased to give, whether I be acting according to 
thy holy will or not, O for the sincere milk of thy 
holy word, that I may grow thereby. Let nothing 
deceive us, my beloved friends ; let no mysticism 
bewilder us; let there be no covering over our own 
hearts with the false gloss which the enemy, the 
cmel enemy of the soul is ever ready to furnish us 
^ith ; this is the hour — our precious time, and the 
opportunity which God is affording us to be recon- 

D 
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ciled unto him througb the belored Son, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. These are serious 
considerations, mj friends. Whj, what does it sig- 
nify w^ith regard to the things of this present time, 
although we may have to give up many things 
which may at present be productive of enjojrment 
to us, if it be a debased enjoyment ; if it be an 
enjoyment which contaminates the mind and har- 
dens the heart? If it proceeds still further, and 
produces alienation from God, and a despiong 
of his holy law, and rejecting the offisrs of his 
mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord, what will 
become of us? God in his infinite merey grant 
that we may be enabled to draw near to him in 
spirit, and offer up to him that reverential suppli- 
cation which he doth most assuredly hear and 
regard ; and let us not be fearful of falling into the 
hands of the Lord, though his discipline may seem 
to us to be severe, how easy is it made by the 
strength which he affords. Come therefore unto 
him with the expectation, the hope, that he will do 
all things for us, far more than we can ask or think, 
and we shall not be disappointed. I speak not 
this, my beloved friends, as a speculative matter, 
utterly unworthy as I am, for to me belongs nothing 
but blushing and confusion of face; yet this I do 
know, that God hears and answers prayer; that he 
is pleased in his own time, to make hard things 
easy to us, and bitter things sweet ; and that be 
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is able and graciously disposed, to make a way 
where there appeared to be no way. In the love 
of the gospel, therefore, do I commend my beloved 
friends unto him who careth for us, earnestly 
desiring also, your prayers for me« Let us pray 
for one another; let us earnestly desire for one 
anoth^ those, blessings that we stand in so 
much need of, and Ood will help us together, for 
he is mercifully disposed to regard those who 
desire for others the blessings that they feel the 
absolute necessity of for themselves. Thus may 
we be built up together in the love of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and meet together with unspeakable joy 
before that throne, where we must give an account 
for the deeds done in the body; but where, if we 
seek unto him, and love him who gave himself for 
OS, we shall be found clothed with the robe of 
his righteousness and be accepted in him. 



SERMON II. 

Preached at the Chapel in Hemmng's Amp, Oetcber 11 , 169S. 

Mt beloved friends, my heart is warmed with an 
earnest desire for the personal welfare of every 
individual here present Placed in life with millions 
of others, we are all liable to consider life, as 
though it were some vegetative property common 
to all; and we are all liable, by our carnal and 
sensual dispositions, to seek paramounOy, those 
things which relate to the enjoyment of this pre- 
sent life. We know that this is our tendency, and 
it is this which leads us away from God, to be 
satisfied with ourselves, and with our own enjoy- 
ments. But against this, the whole stress, if I 
may so speak, of the divine counsel is directed ; 
and we may, therefore, well conceive the danger 
of it. In reading the New Testament firom begin- 
ning to end, if any one were enquired of, as to 
what he found to be the general purport of its 
contents, he might indeed answer, it shows that 
man is a fallen creature, debased, corrupted; ever 
tending to be satisfied with thatwhich contributes 
to his personal ease and enjoyment, however much 
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it may be contrary to the law of God; but that to 
cure this tendency, and to atone for his innumera- 
ble offences, Grod, whose laws have been broken, 
hath, notwithstanding, so loved man, that he sent 
his only begotten Son, &at poor fallen man should 
not perish in the pursuit of his natural tendency, 
and in giving way to his oonrupt and selfish incli- 
nations, but that through a living faith in him, who 
gave himself for man, he might be raised from his 
corruptions— his sins, being atoned for, should be 
forgiven, and that a sense of forgiveness should fill 
him with gratitude, that he might serve God with 
the heart; and instead of seeking his own things, 
and indulging himself in his own inclinations, he 
should be desirous to know and to perform the 
will of God. How great then, is the importance, 
for every one of us, my beloved friends, whatever 
be our condition in life, whatever our station, that 
we should avail ourselves of that salvation which 
God hath so mercifully provided — salvation — ^the 
bemg saved — ^the being redeemed. Saved from 
what?— from our natural condition. Redeemed, in 
what way ? — a ransom being given for lawful cap- 
tives. O my beloved fiiends, we have rebelled 
against God, and we cannot by any means estimate 
the demerit of our sins and rebellions, because in 
order to this, our minds must be inconceivably 
more capacious than they are, and more clear than 

they are ; we cannot tell the depth to which we 
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are fallen, and we cannot tell or coneeive the base 
nature in which we are involved, from our con* 
nexion with that enemy of God and man, hj whom 
we are led captive, and are contented to be cap- 
tives, struggling now and then perhaps, with much 
impatience, when we find some partieolar prescnire 
from the chains and fetters with which we are 
bound by nature ; and by our own acquiescence in 
that which is really contraiy to the divine law ; 
but still, so long as the inconvenience and the pres- 
sure of the chains do not exceed that to which 
we have been accustomed, we are too ready to 
allow ourselves to be dragged along in them. See 
the poor worldly-mmded man, he is wound round 
and round, and round and round with bonds, but 
they press equally upon him; they squeeze and 
contract him more and more; but yet so far from 
struggling to get rid of that which is, i» it were, 
squeezing the veiy life out of him, if he has any, 
he is satisfied to go on, so long as that he may not 
be losing any tlmig which may gratify his selfish 
disposition ; or if he force himself to make some 
resistance on some special occasion, for the sake 
of appearance, and to keep up a fair show and 
reputation in the sight of men, he will make some 
sacrifice of that which in his heart he loves, in 
order that he may obtain that which may give 
him a more special relish to the things which he 
does possess and still hopes to possess. But if he 
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were xeally aasuxed, and he pexfecUy knew Ihat no 
nunrtal man would give him any credit at all tcx 
that which he might sacrifice, he would keep it 
close enough to him, and nerer dream of sacrific- 
ing it ; and why i Why because his heart is set 
upon the things of this world, and his affections 
are not set upon things above ; and who can esti- 
mate the debasement of such a state of mind i Is 
it not in union and communion with the spirit of 
evil, however much outward decency may be ob- 
served? Place that man in a situation where it 
were not necessary for him to observe the outward 
restraints which he now compels himself to observe, 
and he would throw off every restraint ;.. all he 
would enquire would be, how can I satisfy myself 
in the attainment and enjojiment of those things 
which property and good fortune have placed 
within my reach? this would be his practical 
enquiry, and this is indeed his practical enquiry ; 
let him be placed where he will, so Icmg as health 
and fortune would serve him in any country where 
he might happen to be placed, there would he 
indulge himself in those things, which in that 
country would be deemed lawful and proper— 'and 
why ? The laws of God are immutable, and if he 
served God his eye would be continually directed 
unto him and unto his law ; but as he serves not 
Crod in his heart, so his eye is directed to his 
fellow-creatures, and he is restrained only by what 
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they may say of him, or by what hia bodily feelbgs 
may induce him to observe; or by a sense, and 
consideration of what rdates to his outward for- 
tune may induce him to observe ; and these are 
the outward restraints which "keep him in that 
particular form perhaps of the profession of religioB, 
or of outward decency which he observes. But is 
the law written in the heart of such a man, my 
beloved friends ; and does he desire to read that law i 
No, he would continually turn hia eyes from it, 
and go to the Scriptures, sometimes ev^i for the 
v^ purpose of finding out, as he has perhaps some 
glimmering of notion that there may be some 
authority in the Scriptures, cmly to find out how 
liEur he might trench so as not to run an unwairant- 
able risk of damnation. 

Dear firiends, here then is the natural man. I 
trust that I have not overcharged the picture* It 
is truly a mere outline, and not coloured or filled 
up ; but it is a tremendous picture ; and fin>m such 
a state, we may well cry, O God, in thy tender 
mercy deliver us. And for this very purpose, for 
the purpose of deliverance from this state, God 
hath given his beloved Son. We are not, then, 
to consider salvation as a little thing, as some- 
thing that we may indeed lay hold of, and that it 
is our due or right, and what we have every reason 
to suppose we might expect and claim ; neither 
are we to think, that if we go on with moderate 



care ; use ciicmnspection in our ways ; take caie 
not to break any particular rules that would expose 
us to the observation of those by whom we axe 
surrounded, and might set. a bad example, that 
we may go on rezy safely, a&d have a glorious 
reward at last A reward, for what? For pur^ 
suing a mere line of policy, when the heart is 
estranged from God? And what is to be this 
reward? The being in the presence of God 
conscious that we are in his presence. And what 
then? What reward would that be to us, if 
we have not in us his glorious image ; have no 
union, nor communion with him ; have no delight 
in him, or his holy laws ; having goyemed our«> 
selves in a certain way, so as that we fancy we may 
escape that sentence which we fear might bring 
us into suffering or distress ? But there is no de- 
sire after God, nor any real and filial seeking wtQ 
him, that we may serve him as a son would serve 
a kind and gracious £3ither. No, the desire is con- 
centrated in self, which is the very essence of the 
&11; the heart remains selfish, unsubdued, xm* 
changed ; the appearances of our outward conduct 
may indeed change in a variety of ways ; but still 
the change is not that which affects the disposition 
of the mind ; for it is still selfish ; downward, 
downward is the direction of the heart and the 
affections. ^ Marvel not,'' said our Lord, ^^ that I 
said unto you, ye must be bom again.*' And, O 
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how great, how imspeakable, the mercy, that thero 
is such a provision for us; how unmerited the 
grace. Yes, my beloved friends, the gift is un- 
speakable; and my affectionate and earnest desires 
for every one of us are, that we, through his grace, 
who beheld us in mercy, may be enabled to per- 
ceive this goodness and to fisel his love ; that our 
hearts may be wrought upon by the love of God, 
and not by fear or cautious policy. True, we may 
well be drawn by fear, because there is abscdute 
need for us to be afraid of the natural course in 
which we may long have been indulging oundves. 
But then, my beloved Mends, we are not to be 
driven by fear into despair; this is the very 
essence of the gospel ; the glad tidings which are 
made known unto us, that poor and weak, blind 
and debased as we are by nature, and as we have 
increased our debasement by voluntarily, and with 
more or less deliberation, violating the law ot God ; 
yet that, nothwithstanding, .God hath so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believelh in him should not perish, but 
should have everlasting life. But how are we 
debased by nature ? Are we not formed as God 
hath been pleased to form us? Why is there so 
much talk on this subject? Why may we not 
fairly expect that, being placed upon a proper 
level, we may quietly go on, and pursue a steady 
path of virtue, and thereby gain acceptance with 
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Ood? Why are we to be told so much alwat the 
debasement of our nature ? But what do the serin 
tures teach us, my beloved friends ? And what a^ 
^e facts ? The scripture teaches us. not he« Z 
Aere, ih a few isolated expressions, but it must 
be considered as the general doctrine of the Serin 
to^that we are by nature children of wrath even 
as others. A^d what is the fact ? See what man 
naturally mcbnes to. We see that his natural 
tendency is constantly selfish j and that his natural 
disposiuons have no tendency to cure the sel- 
fiBhness. No ; even when there is the hope of 
J>e gospelj when there is real gratitude iTthe 
hjt to God, for his mispeakable gift, stUl real- 
«d persevering is the warfare required against 
the natural tendency. And what is this, buTthe 
e^ruption of the heart ? Yes, we are fallen crfa 
2' "y beloved friends ; we are not placed upol 
that level which some would contend we are If 
we were, hath not he who came to save us made 
« imnecessaiy sacrifice ? And how can we be 
otherwise than utterly ungratefiil to God, if, in 
^ of accepting his gift, we be really to'tum 
IlTnT? «ay, we had no need of this gift; thou 
^t made us as it pleased thee, and therefore what 
«^Uy was fliere for thee to previde redemption 
^nsf In what condition must that mbd be 
^ose practical language would be after this sort ? 
"'here 18 salvation in this case ? Where can there 
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be, and on what principle can there be joj, un- 
apeakable joj in the presence of the infinitely holy 
God ?' It is the rgection of his blessed gift, and 
therefore there is no wonder, that in the holy Scrip- 
ture so much stress is laid upon believing. ^^This 
is the work of God/' said our blessed Saviour, '^that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent** And when 
the poor terrified jailor cried out, what must I do 
to be saved ? the answer was, believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved* Innumera- 
ble other instances, as pointed, might be selected 
from the holy Scriptures. But the general tendency 
of the whole is such, as to show the absolute ne- 
cessity of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
unless we be fallen creatures — ^for if we be not 
fallen creatures ; and if we be not offending and 
rebellious creatures; if we have not joined our- 
selves to the enemy of God — ^for what purpose is 
^ redemption provided ? And in what consists that 
salvation which is by Jesus Christ? What is the 
use of, and what can be the benefit of his great 
sacrifice ? And we find continually, that men who 
speak lightly of this unspeakable gift, have their 
resource in softening down almost to nothing, the 
sins of mankind. They will say, why, it is very 
likely that men should sin ; they are placed in this 
world, in order that they may learn how to estimate 
the blessings and glories of a future world ; that 
they may gain experience as they go along ; that 
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they mty increase in virtae ; and it is but likelj 
that they should commit a few faults; but these 
may be corrected with a little attention, and pro* 
per care. And, therefore, as to the idea of these 
fiiuUs beiing remembered against them, when they 
haTe turned their hearts to virtue, it is not eon- 
usteut with the idea of a merciful Ood. 

Alas! how do men err« How does the coretous 
and sensual man em Look at the poor wretched 
mortal^ who has set his heart upon the things of 
this world: and why does he set his heart upon 
the things of this world? If he were placed upon 
tlie lerd which is spoken of, why should he plunge 
himself into the pit? And why might he not turn 
his eyes unto the glories of that which is transcen- 
dently excellent, and rejoice in the hope of union 
and conmranion with Gk>d I Why, because he does 
not lore God; he has no inclination towards him; 
he Views his laws as those Teiy things which are 
calculated, in the greatest possible degree, to inter' 
fere with his enjoyments ; and he hates Ood, and 
he hates his law. See such a man, who is wedded 
to the world, and whose heart is set upon thd' 
eqoyments of the things of the world, when, for 
decency's sake he comes to a place of worship ; if 
he can keep awake it is well ; but how are his 
waking tfaooghts employed? They are going to 
all the four comers of the earth; if from the four 
comers of the earth he might gather any thing 
E 
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ifhereby he might agg^randize himself; wherobj 
his ruling passion might be gratified and pleased. 
And as to the w(»rship of Grod ; O, qaesdom him 
when he comes out, as to the subject c^his thoughts, 
after having proiiessed to worship the Hying God 
in i^irit and .trulh ; and what w(»dd be hiaansiwer, 
if he gave .a candid and honest one? That God 
Wjas not in all his thoughts? O, ray belored ftiends, 
these things would prove to a demonstration, would 
they not, that we are fiedlen; that sin hath poiaeiied 
our hearts; that in our hearts .is the plague of sin; 
that we need not, in order that we should justly be 
condemned, be doing some particular, thing that 
might expose us to the gaze of our feUow-ta^atmes; 
for the heart is estranged from God i And what is 
required . of us, but that our grievous and &tal 
disease should be cured by the only remedy; for 
there is only one; that our sentence should be 
revoked and nullified; that the hand-writing 
against us should be nailed to the cross; that our 
covenant with sin and Satan should be disannulled; 
and that we should be set free i Those who have 
felt the mercy and goodness of God, being made 
conscious of the plague of their own hearts, can 
never look back upon any portion of their lives, in 
which they could say that they were upon Urn 
level, and that they had nothing to do but to go 
straight forward. The tendency has been to go 
deeper and deeper into alienation &0xa God; to 
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^Bke his htws. more- and mere; to feel their 
restraints to be more and more galling, '^ Thou 
fihalt not covef O how mortifying is this to the 
sensual and natural man. Not covet ? It is the 
very business of his life to covet If he could 
gratify himself at the expenoe of millions of others, 
and qnietlj do it, so as that no one should know 
that he had interfered with them, he would gratify 
himself. Do we not see this ; and see it too when 
persons are put to the test, who have passied in the 
eyes of the world for good sort of perisons ? We see 
that when they have been placed in a state of 
temptation, restraints have been removed firom 
them, and they have exhibited those dispositions. 
But if the disposition w^e not there, how would 
they exhibit it ? The situation in which they have 
been jdaced has not created the disposition, any 
more than patting gold either high or low would 
make it brass. Put it in earth or water; let it be 
in heat os in cold ; in any quarter of the globe ; still 
there are its qualities ; it is ^Id still. And thus the 
natural disposition of man remains the same. And 
what, my bdoved fiiends, can effect a change in 
us i Can it be any thing short of the holy Spirit 
of Gh)d ? No, there is no power ; no power short 
of this can do it And how can we be saved by 
that Almighty Saviour ? What are we to do, my 
beloved fiiends ? O, I speak in the tenderness ^of 
my heart, and in the love of the gospel ; my very 
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keart desires our selratioii. It it nol tken, I saj, 
our boondeD doty; ie it not our pawiiegQ^ to crj 
mtD him who heaieth ^lyer, that he will be 
pleated to eoAen oor heaite, to contrite ns befine 
him ; that the power of his holy Spirit opereliiig 
iqx>n our hearts, maj raise as fiom die dead, that 
we majr be quickened by the life of his Spirit? 
Yoa hath he quickened who were dead in tres* 
passes aadsins. My bdored friends, how axe we 
engaged ? Do we, any of us, pass over day after 
day, without humbly seeking unto Ghod in pmyer 
for the gift of his holy Spirit i If we hare thus 
bem negligent, and disregarded this blessed duty 
of prayer, let me tenderly and affectionately iutreat 
of yon, that no more days may pass over us widioat 
our being found reverently on our knees seeking 
unto God in prayer. But will it be said, we must 
wait for the influence of the holy Spirit, for we 
cannot command him. My beloved Mends, pray 
for the influence of this Spirit, that it may soften 
our hearts. We cannot indeed .commiand those 
blessed influences ; but God gave his bdoved Son— 
who is God, and who. took upon him our natorei 
that he might suffer and die for us ; received the 
peiialty of the broken law, that it might not fall 
upon us, after be had fulfilled the whole law ; ^was 
subject to the awful penalty,---ihat we, by his death, 
might have everiasting life. And how graciously, 
when he came to perform the will of God, did he 
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invite ihtme whom he came lo save ; nayn^^ *' ask, 
and ye tlial] xeeme ; seek, and ye shall fiAd -y knocks 
azid it diail be opened onto yoiu'* ^^ If a son ask 
Inaead of a»jr of you thtal is a father, will he give 
Mm a itone i or if he ask for a fish, vrUk be gire 
iiszn aserpent ? cmt if he ask mm egg, will he offer 
fana a scinrfMoii i If ye then being eril, know how 
4o ^e food things to yom childi^a, how much 
Btore shall yonr heavenly Father give his holy 
Spirit onto them that ask him ?" And how powor- 
&lly did hd argne for the necessity of onr beiag 
]Mraevering in prayer^ that we are not to be disap- 
pointed) or to turn away, because we do not imme- 
diately tecmre the benefits we ask for* There were 
vi»y numerous instances in which this was pointed 
out Yes, lie gare forth a pacable for this end, that 
men ought always to pray and not to faint And 
thex^bxe, my beloved fiiends> abundant is the 
eof^onr^ement held out to us, and sure and cer- 
tain ave the promises which are made to us. ^ If 
then we hare neglected that which is of so much 
impoitance^ let none of us be found still in the 
neglect of it. But do we not bring with us into 
the world the holy Spirit of God ? Do we not 
biing it with us in our hearts f Is it not there as 
a^seed^ which^ under certain circumstances, will 
break out into vitality and growj And therefore, 
why need we ask it? Have any of us been de- 
luded in ifhis way, my beloved friends i Look to 
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the ScriplareA, do they teach this ? And can aiqr 
think thaft they have nothing to do, but to be 
paaaiTe) and that then their natnral indinaticil 
and desires will be overeoBie, wfaidi are omiliarjr 
to the divine, will, whilst they do not come onto 
him who giveth life ; have no faith in him who 
came to save us; and where the moral effsct 
intended to be produced by so giacioUs a provisiim 
is not produced ? But, O the gratitude, the real 
gratitude of heart, which is induced by the coo- 
sdousness of our lost estate; and that God hath, 
notwithstanding, so loved us, that he gave his only 
beyotten Son to save us ; the gratitude of heart 
which has been induced, when we have felt oui- 
selves to be poor, lost, needy creatures ; that betweea 
us and our God there is a great gtdf fixed*. And 
how can we pass it; when we feel that we have 
broken his holy law; when conscience is smiting 
us, tormenting us; causing us to petc^e that it is 
indeed an evil thing and Utter, that we have done 
many things, the evil of which we never can repair; 
that those perhaps, most dear to us, are even 
taken out of the world, to whom we have not p^« 
formed our duty ; that there have been veiy many 
sins of omission, and commission, as it relates to 
them ? And how shall we ever answer this before 
God, the infinitely holy and pure Lord God ; and 
with regard to our neighbour, whether connected 
with us or not, for all men are our neighbours io 
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t1i6 seriptaral sense^ bow have we performed our 
duty towards tbem ? Do we not here ag^in feel 
a consciouaness of overwhelming guilt; and that 
when men shall stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christy we can have nothing to say for ourselves, but 
our sins must appear in black characters against us ; 
that we have nothing to offer in our own justifica* 
tion ? But instead of this hand«>writing continuing 
s^ainst us, as though it were graven with a pen of 
adamant, into the everlasting rock; we see thai 
he, who in infinite mercy and love, and from pure 
condescension, and abundant compassion, gave 
himself for us; offered himself up a sacrifice for 
lis, by the shedding of his precious blood for usj 
that otir Bias might be obliterated; that we should 
be washed from all our sins. And then, indeed, is 
there gratitude in our hearts, that in and through 
him, we should have the purchased possession, 
even the holy Spirit of God, that should dwell in 
us, and be our comforter, and stay, and never 
failing source of rejoicing. Then there is peace 
and joy in the heart, to which before we were utter 
strangers, when we were disposed to justify our- 
selves ; in that our justification is by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by nothing that we can do 
for ourselves. And do we bring this into the world 
with us? No, my brethren. How necessary then 
is it for us to pray for the influence of the holy 
Spirit And do we think that we may go quietly 
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doing nothing particularly otkasiye^ aad that 
tbcfrefore we shall not be cosidemned i But he that 
believeth not the Son is condemned already $ 
condemnation stands against him ; it is not oblitei^ 
ated ; not dox^e away ; not nailed to the cross ; his 
bond is not cancelled* He that belicFeth not the 
Son, is condenmed already : because he hath not 
believed on the name o£ the only begottoi Son of 
God, his evil disease is not x>ured. 

How strimge would it seem £br any to argue^that 
under the circumstances in whic^ they have been 
placed, they ought certain]|y to be excused -, that 
although there was a remedy they were xiot cured 
of the plague* What would be the answer that 
would be s^ven them ? Why. then the plague must 
run its course* And thus, when hiat hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin ; .and sin, when it is 
fished, bringeth forth death. We bring nothing 
into the world with as, my belo^ ftiwids, that w 
the antidote to death \ it is the purchased possession, 
the gift of God, throc^gh Jesus Christ our I^ord. 
Will it be said, then, how will it fare with those 
who never hear of the Lord Jesus Christ ? My 
beloved friends, to their own Master do they stand 
or fall. God is able, by his holy Spirit^ to re- 
generate the heart ^' For the wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereol^ and 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 



45 

goeth ; 80 is eveiy one that is bom of the Spirit*^ 
We are not to judge of mankind ; we ha?e to do 
with that which relates to ourselres. We know 
that. we are responsible; that God hath made 
known unto us^ by the means which he hath pro* 
videdy lliat he ^^ gave his only begotten Son, that 
we through him might have eternal life ; that we 
might be redeemed firom our iniquities^ and recon« 
cUed unto Ood through him ;" and if we lay not 
hold on this, how inconceivably great is ottr con<- 
demnation ? It is true, God is not limited. He ia 
a Sovereign; but if he has bestowed Upon uir 
knowledgCi we must be accountable for that which 
he has bestowed ; not that he would call us to 
account for the sake of condemnation, for he wiUetb 
that all of us should be saved, and come to the know*- 
ledge of his beloved Son, and receive the influence 
of his blessed Spirit in our hearts, by a living faltlL 
Yes, and that this faith should be the effect of the 
Messed influence of his holy Spirit ; for fiiith is tbd > 
gifl; of God. It is impossible, therefore, for us, if 
we do really believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
be indifferent to the things which relate to out 
everlasting peace. We never can have £uth, a 
living faith, unless it be accompanied by repent- 
ance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ They are inseparable; we never 
can, never can reject the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and at.the same time be truly penitent; th^ 
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thing is ateohitely impossible. There may indeed 
be that sorrow of the world, which worketh death 
in omr hearts. We may be heartily sorry^ and sin- 
cerely mortified and rexed for, and at the effects 
of onr sins ; but if we rgect the faith of our Xx>rd 
Jesus Christ, we never can in our hearts, be sorry 
for sin as an offence against Ood. And why ? 
Why, becsnise our hearts are not influenced by the 
Spirit of God, For it is only by the Spirit of God 
operating upon the heart, that we can be Iroly 
sorry for sin, as an offence against God. It is only 
the Spirit of God, by changing the heart, that can 
induce us to be sincerely sorry for violating the 
rules and commands of the infinitely holy law of 
God. No power short of divine power, can give 
us this sincere sorrow. For how can they, who are 
dead in trespasses and sins be sincerely, and to 
their hearts, sorry for sin ? And it is only by the 
S{Hrit of God that life is produced in the souL 
Regeneration, the communication of life to the soul, 
is by the holy Spirit ; and " except a man be bom 
again of the Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." 

Friends, whilst I speak of these things, I feel 
an overwhelming sense of their importance, and of 
the extreme inadequacy of my powers, to speaik of 
them ds I could earnestly wish that they were held 
forth. But this is my earnest desire, my beloved 
friends, that our hearts may be quickened by this 
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limg power, in which it may be oar cMight to 
breathe unto him who heareth prayer, to show 
unto us, that if we be not in thk sitoation, our 
situation is an extremely dangeioiia one^aiid a 
tremendous one ; and that we may be induced to 
feel, if not by love, yet by fear. For this, I believe 
is the way in which divine goodness is pleased to 
operate often upon the heart, to move us by jEsar ^ 
that we, being made sensible of our danger ; being 
roused finom our state of lethargy ; and being made 
conscious that there is something fearfully amiss ; 
that we may cry unto him who heaieth prayer, and 
is ever more ready to do us. good, than we can be 
to ask it. But there must be a moral change, my 
beloved friends; for unless the heart be really 
moved; unless the affections be really changed, 
and tnmsferred from self, and debaswg selfishness, 
and placed upon God, there is no safety for us. 
And therefore we find in this, that by which we 
may attain to a scriptural standard; not by com-'- 
paring ourselves among ourselves, and with our- 
selves, as we are often induced, my beloved fiiends, 
to do ; to compare sin with sin, and to think that 
there is a balance in our favour, instead of con- 
trasting sin with the infinite holiness and purity of 
6od. If we are enabled to contrast ourselves with 
the infinite purity of God, then shall we see our 
danger, and fly from the wrath to come, and be 
looking to him who beholdeth us in mercy, and 
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will df aw OS to his belwed Son, and ambliB as, 
tbrmgh him, to lay hxM on elemal lifis* 

Let nie then exhort you to labour against that 
deadly notion^ that we hare all in us by aatncey 
that we need only to desiie^ and just at our leuure 
to turn ; or if we have not aeted just as we could 
wish, we must coxxect it* No, he who has in in- 
finite wisdom and goodness ordained the end, hath 
^poiotedfdso the means; and he hath said^^ Ask, 
and ye shall leosiTe; sseX and ye shall find; Inock, 
and k shall be opoied unto you." And ho w pfadn- 
ly liath he told ns^ thxoug^ the rereladoQ which 
he hath been pleased to afford ost ^^ Strive to enter 
itt at the otvait gate; tar many, I say unto yon, 
diiall seek to enter, and shall not be ahla.** It is, 
therefim^ no lin^t or small matter. Itisnoteiioii{^, 
that we just reach out one hand, and see if we can 
touch itv and then be sajtisfied that we shall be 
eaccused, if we do not lay hcdd of it ; but the real 
energiQa of the nund must be directed to this great 
dfagect My beloyed firiends, we may have our 
outward engagements and woddly business, and 
may excuse ourselves^ and think that we have not 
leisure to pursue that path, which is commonly 
called a religious Ufe. But what are these outward 
duties and eaigagements i And how are they to be 
perfoimed i Do we suppose, that the best method 
for p^orming them is, for the mind to be alienated 
from Godi Hath God ordained them for this pur* 
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pose ? What, but the depratity of our hearts could 
induce ns to appose that God bath ordained this; 
and that if we are doing that which is contrary to 
the trill of Ood, we may'e^pe^t his favour ? What, 
favour from him whose latrs are our aversion; 
from wMdh we turn as though we turned from 
death, When they would lead us to life ? My be- 
loved friends, I cannot but be earnest ; my very 
heUtt is deeply infterested, and feivently eiigaged, 
and is %ere tidt a cahise ? Are any of tis bowed 
down to the eTatft, spendiiofg but tiln^ in Hie things 
of the '€33^ ; satisfied t?hen they go on Wdl^ attid 
pained, and lortowfbl, said Inonming^, when tiiey 
are contrary to out wishes ; seeking our heaven, in 
fact, on earth, and not in hiin who is infinite in 
pmity and holiness ; and ^ who haHi so loved ns, 
that he gave his only begotten tSon, that whosoever 
believeth on him might not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life ?*' O is this the case with any of us ? 
Then I say, strive to enter into the strait gate ; for 
many strive to enter and are not able. No, be- 
cause, whilst they reach forth their finger, and are 
willing to take all the blessings they may obtain, 
whether from heaven or earth, their great inclina- 
tion, their hearts, are fixed on earth, and they are 
laying hold on the things which the pit contains, 
into which they are fallen ; and calling these things 
by the language of their conduct, their gods, they 
would ^^illingly indeed catch from heaven, any 
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thing that might happen to fall from thence, if that 
would not interfere with their mean enjoyments. 
But as to enjojrment and delight in God^s holy 
willy they are strangers to it, and will remain so, 
unless their hearts are aflfected by that almighty 
power which alone can effect that gracious change. 
Be warned, my friends, be admonished ; you know 
not how short the time may be with any of us. 
And O that we should be in such a state of self 
abasement as to be putting off the evil day, that 
day in which we may have the consoling hope, 
that through him who gave himself for us, we 
should be enabled to rqoice iii his presence eter- 
nally. Are we fairly and deliberately weighing 
the things of earth, against the things of heaves, 
and finding that the things of earth p^ponderate 
with us ? How plain is it, then, on every ground, 
and in every view, that we are fallen, that we need 
that redemption so graciously provided for us; 
that it is an undeniable truth, that the wages of sin 
is death, but the ^^ gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord."' O that this gift 
may be bestowed upon every one of us, my beloved 
friends ; that we may see the absolute necessity 
there is for using all the energies of the mind; that 
we should love the Lord our God with all our 
mind, with all our soul, and all our strength ; that 
we should perform our outward duties also upon 
this principle ; that we should seek first the things 
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of God ; and then seek, in reverent abasement to 
him, that he would bestow upon us those things 
which be needful for us, as it respects the present 
life. And why do we not do this ? Because we 
do not believe in Grod, and that his beloved Son 
will do that which he has promised he will do. 
We see, therefore, how the whole subject hinges 
upon faith. If we believe, then we obey. If we 
do not, there is no disposition to obey. Let us not, 
then, deceive ourselves, and think we may slip 
nlong quietly, vnthout making any particular pro- 
fession of religion ; that it does not so much signify 
the acknowledging of a belief in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; that it is something which, on the wholcy 
may be considered to be a speculation which some 
believe, and some do not ; but the great thing is so 
to walk as that we find favour with God. My 
beloved friends, he who came to save us, is th^ 
way, the truth, and the life ; and no man cometh 
unto the Father but by him ; and therefore there 
is no pleasing God without faith in his beloved 
Son ; if we reject his beloved Son, we reject him. 
A few words to my beloved Mends in younger 
Ufe, {qt whom I feel with unspeakable tenderness. 
Many are your temptations, my beloved friends, 
I can well believe; many your trials; and if you 
have not been instructed daily and reverently to 
look to God, and to beg of him, with reverent 
supplication for his blessing, in a particular man- 
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ner do I affectionately xecommeod you never to 
suffer the day to open, without e^earouxbg to 
accept of the return of life as a fresh gift from the 
hand of our Father in heaven. Beg of him for his 
blessing upon the time which he is pleased graci- 
ously to afford; cry unto him with earnest supplica- 
tion for the hdp of his holy Spirit, that you may be 
drawn effectually to his beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; that you may believe on him with 
a living faith ; that faith which worketh by love to 
the purifying of the heart; that you may obey his 
commandments from the heart; that they may not 
be grievous to you ; or that however grievous they 
may appear, that you may be blessed with that 
saving help, which shall enable you strenuously to 
resist every thing contrary to the holy commands 
of God; that you may grow up in humble obedi- 
ence ; and that that obedience, acting upon faith, 
may enable you to see more and more, the infinite 
goodness of God, and the love of Christ Jesus our 
Lord; that you may feel more and more your 
obligation to him ; that he may be the companion 
of your life; and your eye may be continually 
turning to him, for his merciful dhreotion; and 
saying, O that thou wouldst help me to perform 
thy will. O that I may obey it from the heart ; 
that my soul may be conformed to it ; that I may 
perform aU my outward duties as in thy sight . 
that I ever may dwell with thee, and feel thy lore 
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more and more abiding in my heart. Thus there 
will be strength afforded to you, that strength which 
nothing in this world can overcome, because it is 
the strength of the Spirit of God, bestowed for his 
sake, who gave himself for this very purpose, that 
you might be nourished and grow up to eternal 
life ; and as you grow in years thus being united 
more and more to him, he will acknowledge you 
in that great day when he will clothe you with the 
robe of his righteousness, in which you will rejoice 
more and more for ever, while you unite in grati- 
tude to him, who. hath loved you, and washed you 
item your sins in his blood. 
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SERMON III: 

Preached at the Chapel, BedcrosS'Street, Union'Street,Oct. 21, 1832. 

Sin is the transgression of the law ; love is the 
fulfilling of the law ; God is love, sin is therefore 
a direct act of rebellion against God. By nature 
we do not love God. It may indeed, require some 
particular circumstances, fairly to exhibit our na- 
tural tendency to disobedience to God, and our 
hatred of his law ; but whenever these occasions 
occur to an unregenerate mind, rebellion doth not 
fail to exhibit itself; there is direct opposition to 
the law of God, which is the law of love ; and 
therefore, by nature we are children of wrath, my 
beloved friends, even as others. We have all sinned 
and come short of the glory of God ; the unregene- 
rate man is continually sinning ; but the law of 
God when made known to him, and when recol- 
lected by him, is in opposition to his inclinations 
and dispositions, and inasmuch as he is conscious 
of the law of God and of its requirements he feels 
it a restraint upon him. How often do poor weak 
corrupt creatures feel as if they should be heartily 
glad if they could but throw off all restraints, that 
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they might enjoy themselves, that they might have 
those satisfactions which they cannot imagine, but 
that it is some harshness and improper severity 
that they should be restrained from. Besides, if 
there were not so many restraints, they are ready 
to think sometimes that they should not feel so 
much tendency to run into those things which ara 
forbidden. Thus take man any way he seems to 
be dissatisfied ; but if there were no restraints, or 
if he could fancy there were no outward restraints 
upon him, and that he should not be called to an 
account, and if under that idea he runs into 
the indulgence of all his inclinations, he soon finds 
that he is restrained by the very nature of things, 
and then he is dissatisfied with the things them- 
selves, he seems mortified that he cannot make 
things bend to his inclinations and desires. But 
if instead of running all this length he feels himself 
to be restrained by the commands and restraints of 
the law of God, then he contends full stoutly 
against the law, and thinks how unnecessary it is, 
and that people might surely be allowed to indulge 
the dispositions that are given them; thus is there 
constant dissatisfaction ; when there are restraints 
there is warfare against them, and when man lives 
in a lawless state, then is there warfare, as it were, 
against the very elements ; any thing but peace, 
any thing but satisfaction, real enjoyment, and 
happiness ; because, even though we may see men 
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who submit to outward restraints, as finding them 
on the whole far more advantageous to be submitted 
tO| yet, whilst they are governed by mere policy, 
they have no sense whatever of real peace with 
God ; they cannot look forward to a more imme- 
diate introduction to his holy presence with any 
degree of satisfaction ; they may indeed sometimes, 
when they have succeeded in forming an idol of 
their own, made up in their minds something that 
they conceive God may be, and decked it in their 
own ornaments, in what they imagine is very 
amiable, and estinnable, and sublime ; they may 
thii^ then, how delightful to be brought into such 
a state as that they may behold what is so beauti- 
ful and sublipie. But let such be told of the real 
attril^u^s of Gc^y his holinei^, hi$ justice, hiy infi- 
nite purity, of his abhorrence of sin which i$ the 
ifm^gDoa^on of tha^ l^iv^ wjiich he has been pleased 
ftp niake known; and t)^r hefurts in^mediately 
rise in rebellion, and th,ey say pn^cjtically, who is 
|he J!i0rd that we ahonld aerve hi^ i Then^ again, 
ithey gQ to their id/pi and qodeavpur to conform 
their minds, so as that they may have no greater 
satisfaction and comfort, than in c<mtemplatiDg 
that which they have set up for themselves, Thi9 
is the way, my beloved fiiends, that very many 
are deceiving themselves, and ev^i supposing 
themselves to be religious, and they bring their 
conduct not to a scriptural test, but to the test 0/ 
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that which they have set up in their own minds as 
a certain perfection ; though even here they feel, 
because they are obliged ta feel, that in very many 
instances, very many if weighed in their own ba- 
lances they would be found wanting ; and then 
they become dissatisfied and fretfiil, and they 
strive in their own strength at least, to come up 
to that which they have set up for themselves as a 
standard of perfection ; but alas, they are thrown 
back — thrown back, discouraged and distressed. 
After a while perhaps they rally again, lower their 
standard somewhat, think that it is unnecessary to 
strive to rise so high ; and thus they become more 
and more degraded, and they absolutely sink into 
a state, perhaps, of abandonment, without hope, 
in absolute despair, just cast themselves as Upon 
the currrait, and let it drive them which way it 
wil],-r-then perhaps a glimmering of hope may 
come in, they have known many who towards the 
close of life have found acceptance with God, and 
have made peaceful ends; and why should not 
they ? Why need they be so very much concerned 
as to how they conduct themselves, because there 
is, at all events, a chance for them, that they may 
have an opportunity of making theit peace with 
God \ that they may have as good hope as tho^e 
who have been more oareftil, aimed at a higher 
standard, and made a greater profession. But 
), all this while the very heart is at absolute 
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enmity against God ; his laws are distasteful and 
abhorrent to him ; and as to his holy presence, it 
is what he would flee from with the greatest pre- 
cipitation. 

Now, what is the remedy for this, my beloved 
friends ? How deeply inteie^ying is the contem- 
plation of it ! Yes, there is the gospel glad-tidings, 
unto those especially who have striven in their 
own strength, and have found themsdves foiled, 
wearied, disappointed, distressed ; who have been 
spending their sb'ength in hewing to themselves 
broken cisterns, that will hold no water, who find 
themselves parched with thirst and faint for han- 
ger — the glad tidings that God, who is infinite in 
goodness and mercy, who seeth and knowetb us as 
we really are ; who is perfectly aware of the rebel- 
lion of our hearts, of our unworibiness, and oar 
utter ingratitude ; that notwithstanding this, God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but should have everlasting life. the 
joy of the gospel ; glad tidings indeed, unto the 
weary and heavy laden ; not glad tidings unto 
those who are still set upon making their own way, 
pursuing their own inclinations, and as much as 
possible pleasing themselves; but glad tidings, 
unspeakable glad tidings unto those, whose hearts 
are touched with a sense of sorrow, who have 
found that it is an evil thing and bitter to rebei 



against God, who are saying, O which way shall I 
turn myself? Turn whieh way I will I find no hope, 
no rest to my mind ; I know that there is an awful 
judgment-day. Alas, for me, I could not even bear 
that my fellow-creatures should see my corrupt 
and sinftil heart, and that thd tongues of my fellow- 
creatures should be employed in uttering forth the 
ten thousandth-thousandth part of what may be 
found in this ctU heart of mine, what shall I do ? 
There is a day when all must stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, what shall I say for my- 
self? How shall I endure that all my sins should 
be exposed as they really are, before an assembled 
world in the sight ot the infinite Majesty of heaven ? 
I say, my beloved Mends, when the heart is really 
brought down to a sense of the awful condition into 
which sin brings it; then is the gospel indeed 
glad tidings, that notwithstanding all this, God 
that hath beheld all this, and knows all this, yet he 
hath so loved us, that he gave his only begotten 
Son for that very purpose, that his only begotten 
Son, who was with him in the beginning, who was 
God and is God, the eternal Son of God, who is 
one with the Father, in perfect oneness with the 
Father's will, took upon him our nature, body and 
soul, that he might in our nature perfectly fulfil the 
law which we have broken ; that he might suiSer, 
be tempted, agonize, and die for us; offering him- 
self up a sacrifice — sustaining, suffering the 
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penalty of llie broken lowy al&aiigli he had peifeeOf 
felfilled the law in ear aalope, that by hia anflMng 
aad deailh we mi^t hare p^ace and life ; oSeAtg 
hiiaaelf i^ a ransom fer na, a TedeBQ9>tio& pike, 
that we, by a living Asth, aiight la> hold cm htm 
aa our smrelgr^ aad that so laying hold on him oar [ 
adomble Savioiiry God migfait fovgivo our aina and ^ 
yetbejust; thaltiSodniig^itbeJiiat^aadthejfMtifier >, 
ofhimthatbolievelhiaJeaaa; yea,and'ttatllielaw ., 
of God might toaUetflKnilybe«u«pri£edaatfd9ifade j 
h(»M^?d)le;aiidlKh8t tfaoaewhafteiedeeaMd^tiittiy 
whoga?ehi9iaetffcrna,ai|^it€iMnitf0rerldA -^ 
nntohuBwilliJiving'ri^iatitade^aaQdai^AnowlB^^ .^ 
aa their S^ioosy who hath waAli6dtlMiB6diatiieir | 
sins in hia oWn bloody oad ituki rqoiee itMiifejr ^. 
unapeakaMe and lall of gloKy,<hyaBii&t^ IbHk his ^ 
fmiaea, beholding hia gloiy» beholding tke per- 
fections send thegoodnesa of God $ die hoUness^ the 
piarity, the juatioe of hia Itfw. That sooner ttraa j 
his law should be broken^ and thast 4t i^ifertdd stand 
broken, he who is infinite in purity and goodness, 
gave his only begotten Soii, that he should fulfil 
the law, and that only in and thfough him there 
should be access unto God; and having access unto 
God, through him there should be a union with 
God in an everlasting covenant, that shall never '^ 
be forgotten. We are called upon then, my Mends, ^^ 
poor unworthy creatures as we are, to contemplate ^' 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord, to see his goodness, ^ 
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and to feel his love; to behold the glory, the 
beauty, the majesty of God, his infinite purity and 
lore, and the holiness, perfection, and purity of his 
law. We are called upon to feel and know that 
erery transgression of his law being contrary to 
the law of love, is necessarily a violation of love, 
and must therefore separate firom God, for sin is, 
as it were, the knife separating the branch from 
the vine, cutting it off from the supply of vital sap, 
leaving it to wither and to die, and to become only 
fuel, as our blessed Saviour said, that such branches 
should be gathered together and burned. No fruit 
bearing branches can exist separated from God ; 
the fitdt-bearing branch is united to the vine, and 
must receive its sap from the vine. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ compared himself to the vine. By a living 
faith in him, therefore, we become united to him ; 
we dwell in him and he dwelleth in us, by the 
supply of his holy Spirit, whereby we bring forth 
fruit imto his praise. Without faith therefore, it is 
impossible to please God ; it is the very point of 
union ; it is the very knot, to use another 
figure, whereby we become attached to him. 
By nature we do not love God; and O, how 
gracious, how imspeakably merciful that pro- 
vision, whereby we may be brought, through 
his grace, to lay adde our enmity, and to be 
bound imto him in the everlasting covenant of love. 
^— But nothing less my beloved ^ends, nothing 
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less than the holy Spirit of God can prodaee this 
▼itid diange. Thie TeU^on is do superficial mat- 
ter; it is that whtck most pervade Hhe wbole fi*al9[ie; 
'^ loanrel not that I said onto tbee/' (said our bless- 
ed SaTiomr) ^' ye mast be hoin BsgsAa, '' No, noliiing 
^ort oi the operation of the holy Sfxirit of God 
upcm the heart, can lead us to repentance ; it is 
tiie goodness of God which Ieade& thee to repent- 
ance \ tlieve can be no real sorrow for sin, no tme 
repentance, but by the power of the Spirit of iGfod 
upon the heart Shall we say, lliea, who is to 
blame ns, if we do not Tepent of our sins, because 
we cannot command thalt influence wUch is neces- 
sary to bring us to 2^^>entance ? It seeoss to me to 
be often the place of a minist^ of the goq>el to 
hold up, in a mote or less conspicuoas manner, the 
unutterable di8advants^^ which must necessarily 
arise from a state of alienation from God ; that if 
men have not been moved by love, they may be ' 
brought at least to consideration by fear ; that they 
may see that the situation in which ^bey stand, is 
not one in which it is possible fcKr them to renaia 
at ease ; that in the very naiture of things ease and 
safety is as much out of the question with them, 
as it is to tihat person who is absolutely infected 
with the plague ; the disorder may not immediaieiy 
show itself; a man may have received the infec* 
tion, and not be aware that there is any thing the 
matter with him ; may suppose hittself to be in 



healtli, and may ako be 6iq>po8ed to be in health 
by those by whom he is aunoimded ; a Imger or 
a shoKti^ time may elapse, before any outward 
sgrn^tQlB shows itsdf ; and in some instanees, 
doath may take place without its bdbg known that 
tJiQ d^mder has been prevalent in the frame. It 
is Qoi^ theiefora necessary that oivtwavd symptoms 
should Bkow themselves to constitute the fatality 
of 4he disease; but sin is a pkg^e ; it is a poison 
which pefvjkdes the whole frame. Itmayexhibif 
itself in a rariety of ways ; or it may, under some^ 
<mmnatanees, scareely exhilnt itself at all unto' 
^oae who, btting in a state of darkness and sinfol- 
iHiifili^llkiMuidies,. are n^t eaipable^of eati^ltidg^idr 
of dtacoveringtt&ieal eadstenoeand nature; for we 
fi^ 14ind simiers, my beloTed friends, are eon* 
tinuatty liable to mistake; we ase continually liable 
to caU good eytl,^ and evil good ; to hqpe, where 
we oiq^t to fear ; and to fear, where we might 
hope. Biit notwithstanding all this, sin, unless it 
be met by the only sovereign antidote, will- most 
umu&diy take its course : *^ when lust hath con* 
^vedit bringetk forth sin; and sin, when it is 
fiiaahed,brix^thfordi death.'* There is no safety 
thezefine, for any of us ; merely because hitherto 
the sinfid, rebelKons, c<»rupt state of our hearts 
may not have exhibited itself in any striking man^ 
Her, so as to cause us any particular ahum, or to 
make us think that we are worse than others ; os 
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so as that it may have exetted the attention of those 
by whom we are surrounded. Those with whom 
we associate, eren intimately, may not have dis- 
corered in us the purple spot of the plague; and 
yet the real existence of the disease may be m us, 
ond ready to break.forth on any occasion that may 
particularly excite it 1 feel therefiare most aSec* 
tionately interested, my belored friends, that we 
may none of us be deceiving onrseives ; we maj 
be placed under favourable circumstaiices, so as 
that our evil dispositions are not partieulaify drawn 
ibrdi to make us conspicuous, as fiinneis ; men may 
indeed be giving way, from time to time, to their 
fits of ill temper, to their manifold exhibitions of 
litfle selfishness, and meanness; and yet being 
accustomed to these things firom day to day, when 
they hear of any strikingcircttmstance of any of tfidr 
fellow creatures having taken place, of any exhi- 
bition of particular cruelty, baseness, treachery, 
dishonesty, or any other manifest evil ; when they 
hear of these, they seem to bless themselves, and 
think, well, what a happy thing it is that I have 
nev^r done any of these things ; and may seem as 
if they were really thankfiil that they had not done 
these things. But for what are they thankfiil? 
Why, that they have not bera exposed to their 
fellow creatures ; that they have not lost their re- 
putation; that they have not suligected themaelves 
to the censures of their fdlow creatures, and come 



under those painfiil obsorvationsy which produce 
such intense mortification. Yet they may go on 
again in their own little selfishness, their anger, 
their daily eoYetousness, their constant endeavour 
to aggrandise themselves ; and may feel as whole 
and as perfect, as if they really were in the very 
high road to everlasting blessedness. But what a 
deception is all this. A particular occasion occurs ; 
some circumstance turns up, by which the real 
corruption, and wickedness of the heart is turned 
up ; and then see what the man is : and then 
people are astonished ; they had no idea that he 
was such a man; and think it so very strange, that 
a man having lived quietly and i«operly, and in a 
very good manner, as they suppose, should exhibit 
all this wiokedness. But nothing strange has 
tamed up. The man was dead in trespasses and 
in sins ; satisfied with himself, and only dissatis* 
fied, when he had run the risk of falling into any 
thing that could be disagreeable to his natural 
disposition. And does not this show ; (because I 
trust it is no untrue picture that I have attempted 
to draw) does not this show the real corruption of the 
human heart? And therefore, my beloved friends, 
I speak of this in the love of the gospel ; because 
I can acknowledge, and seem often constrained to 
acknowledge, that I am not a stranger to the plague 
of my own heart, nor a stranger to the terrors of 
the law. I know what it is to feel, that although 
o 2 



perhaps none migkt be able from any tbisg iiak 
ihey have seen, to lay any particokr thing ta my 
eharge; yet that there is that real eormptio&, that 
constant tendency to sin and rebellion, thai I hare, 
with unspeakable awMness, contemplated that 
day in which I must stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ ; and, beholding the unutterable cor- 
ruption and darkness of my heart, and pereeiyiBg 
some glimmerings of the hoKness, the glory, the 
purity of Ood ; I have thought, with unspeakable 
anguish, how am I to be brought ijnto his holy 
presence, and rejoice i How k it to be the subject 
of my eternal joy, that he behoUteth me as I tedlj 
am ? How am I to desire his gramous presence, 
and rejoice in the contemplation of has holiness? 
O, there is an impassable gulf. How is it possi* 
ble for me to take that infinite step ? If I attempt 
to set a foot, it is, as it were the yawning gulf 
beneath me ; there is nothing to receive me but 
the bottomless pit; I have no hope whatever. 
Then again will come the idea, that surely, Grod 
being veiy merciful and gracious, he will not suffer 
me to fall into perdition. But again will .present 
itself to me, the awful question, where is thy hope? 
On what is founded thy hope ? Thou must aj^ear 
heiore him. Thou must be cbrawn into that situa- 
tion in which thou shalt be conscious of his awful 
gaze. All tliy sins will be barought to thy remem- 
b^rance; and in what way shall reeoadliation take 
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place between thj soul, aad him, who is infinite in 
majesty, infinite in purity and might; who be- 
holdeth thee as thou really art, and will reward 
ereiy man according to his works i I say, my be«« 
loved friends, these are awfiil considerations, to 
which I am no stranger. And my heart is oAeii 
melted within me, with earnest desires, that erery 
one who may be brought to these feaifiil conaider- 
ations, uMiy abo be bcought to behold the goodness 
and the mercy ci God, in Christ Jesus our Lord | 
may be brought to befieye the gospel. Yes, there 
is indeed an infinite gulf; God grants in his infinite 
mercy and love, that it may to none of us be a gulf 
fixed. Bat there is an infinite gulf between the 
rebdlioiis soul, and the infinitely hoty, pure, eter* 
nal Lord God ; and there is only one way to pass 
that golf; there is only one arch put ow&c it> Jesus 
Christ ; he who gave himself for us; he is the way; 
he is the truth ; he is the life ; no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by him. 

O, may I be allowed to say, that I feel myself 
as an ambassador for Christ; and to say to some 
of you, in an especial manner, be ye reconciled to 
God through him. Seek no other way, I beseech 
you. Let the time past sufiSce you. Be not4stiiv- 
ing to establish your own righteousness ; and to 
make out your claim to the favour of him whose 
laws you have broken. No, by the deeds of the 
law shall no flesh be ju^ified in the sight of God. 



The very letter of the law, and the qnrit of it, goes 
against as.- How can that establish our rigitteoos- 
ness— that veij law wfaioh we have tsa]isgie»ied$ 
and as trangressors of the law, are worthy of death i 
Most assuredly by that we nev^ can establish oar 
righteousness* Hie soul that sinnetfa, it shall die. 
The wages of sin is death. Who can prevent our 
receiving our treiiiendous wages; Che wages doe 
to us ? None but he who, in infinite meicy and 
goodness, did give his life for us ; pouriBg out his 
precious blood for us, that we might have Ufe for 
his sake. Therefore there is no other way, than 
coming in humble penitence before him, with re* 
pentance towards God, and iadth in our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that we may, through him who gave him- 
self for us, berecoaciled to God, and be his ecm 
and daughters. Herein, indeed, is love, beloved 
friends !— not>that we loved God, but &at he loved 
us, and gave his only begotten Son for us ;— that 
only begotten Son, who gave himself for us. If 
we do really believe in him with a living &ith ; for 
the mere nominal belief, we know, is in reality 
nothing at all ; i£ we believe in him, it is by the 
influence of the holy Spirit of God ; and the belief 
•of the trutii is ever accompanied by the sanctifica- 
lion of 4he Spirit. Let me ^en advert to that 
which before 'was touched upon ; the oligeetioD 
which may be made by those who may say, how 
can this be J If it require the hoLj Spirit of God 
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to regenerate tlie heart, to quicken it, and to cause 
that life be commenced in it; and if life being 
thus begun in the heart: if it be quickened; if it be 
by the Spirit that th«re is wrought repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the first effect of life ; why are we, any of us, 
to be consid«:ed as bIame*worthy, if we do not 
attain to this, when it is not within our own reach ? 
I do most affectionately wish, that the considera* 
tion of this subject may be to our profit ; that we 
may none of us be stumbled at this all-important 
point. We cannot command the influence of the 
Spirit We cannot, by any effort of ours, absolutely 
lay hold of that ^orious and blessed gift, bestowed 
for Jestts Christ's sake — the hqly Spirit of God, to 
operate on the heart. But we may ask it, beloved. 
And he who came to save us ; who came to prove 
bis love in the most unequivocal manner; to offer 
Umself a sacrifice for sins, that it might be accepted 
by God in our behalf, said, expressly, ^ Seek, and 
ye shall find ; ask, and ye shall receive ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. For^ every one 
ibat seeketh findeth ; eveiy one that asketh, re-» 
oeiveth ; and to him that knocketh, it shall be 
opened.*' And in order to enforce this in the most 
engaging manner, and that men might ask iiith 
bumble confidence, our blessed Saviour said,*-and 
I cannot but be joyful in repeating it— often 
repeating it ; as it seems to me so calculated to 
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Bohea the heart; ta remore all iioiibts and appie* 
henaioDs; and to convince ua of &e lore and 
mercy of God ; that he who caooe to offer luiDBAlf 
in such perfect goodness and mercy, should haie 
given us an asaorance like this. ^ If a son ask 
bread of any of you that ia a father, will lie give 
him a stone ? or if he adk a fish, will he giveUm 
a serpent i ov if he ask an egg, wiU he offin: him 
a soorpioii ? If ye, then, being, evil, know how to 
give good gifts unio your children, how much moiei 
shall yqur heavenly Father, give the hdy Spirit to 
them thai aric Urn i"* O kt me ade,. my beloved 
^ fiieikls, in the love of the gospel, aad witk eaamert 
desires for omr welfiure, for oar eneonsagemexUfthal 
we may lay hcild on the mercy of Qody aa firedy 
offered to us ; have we thus ashed 2 Men aia 
somet^nies told that they most vrailfor the 8f iicit ; 
be it so; and, O that thefe may he a hwahb 
pati^sl waiting. But, my beloved fnends,. let ua 
never forget that we must ask for it; that it must 
be the subject of our humble, fi^rvent prayer. 
that thou wouldst b^tow upon m^ of tigr good 
Spirit ; that thou wouldst draw me to thy Uessed 
Son, the fountain of lifo ; that blessed ope, who 
gave himself that I might have life, that I might 
have communion with thee. O that there iQigbty 
my beloved friends, from day to day, be in us, a 
humble, earnest, direct appli€iati<m unto -God in 
p^yer, and that we n^ght not by any xeeons be 
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digbeartm^, or disednraged, if we be not sensible 
ot an answer to our prayed ; how graciously are 
we araied against disappointment in this respect 
by our adorable Saviour, who put forth a payable 
to this end, that men ought ^ways to pray, and 
Dot t^ Mnt ; arguifig in the linost powerful manner 
fir6m the less to the greater ; that if evil meo, for 
i]ie sake of ridding the^mselves of inconvenience^ 
would do what they wfere required ; how i&finitely 
mcA'e should he, who hath so unequivocdlly proved 
hi6 love to «s ; hearken unto the prayers of those^ 
who seek to him for that which is essentia to 
ikm salvation ; and therefore, it is our duty to ask 
from day to day ; and not to think, well, I have 
asked, and there is no answer to my request, I am 
JMt as I was, no benefit am I reoeivij^g; surely 
this is altogether a delu^oin. The ^okemy, the ctuel 
enemy t>f the soul would effectually persuade us of 
this ; but are we to believe him ? Are we to be- 
lieve the suggestions of our own corrupt hearts ? 
0, how feebly, how doubtingly do men ask, even 
when they prevail upon themselves to do so ; and 
it seems, as if instead of asking in faith of one, 
who is ever more disposed to bestow, than we can 
be to ask, they were casting their eyes upon the 
earth, and were more desirous of the things which 
are to be found there, than of anjr thing which is to 
^ bestowed upon them by that gracious and mer- 
ciful Jhaad, whereby help and deliverance arc 
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wrought ; and therefore, it i8 no wonder at all, if 
we are often taJken, as it were, in our own ways; 
our own doubting and hesitating, weakening om 
minds ; the heart being alienated from Ood ; that 
we may in very many respects be greatly disap- 
pointed, for it is our business, my beloved friends, 
to have patience. Men of the world do not require 
much to be taught this, when they have something 
which they really think to be worth seeking aftet 
in view; they are not turned aside and discouraged, 
because upon a first application, they do not receive 
it If a man really had something in view, which 
there was every reason to believe he might attun 
by diligently seeking after it, and that his applica- 
tion would be attended to, if he persevered ; and 
if he did not apply again, but should turn away, 
and expect the person he applied to, without any 
further application from him should come after 
him, and bestow upon him what he had applied 
for, how strange should we consider his conduct. 
Such a man would be set down as a dowiiright 
simpleton, and be ridiculed by all who should hear 
the strange story, that he had asked of such an 
one a great favour which he knew he could very 
well bestow ; that he hiad not bestowed it upon 
him immediately ; and that he had turned away 
and expected that after a while the person would 
relax, and come after him, and bestow upon hifti 
this great favour ; how strange would it be thought. 
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Bat this is the way poor hesitating men do, with 
respect to thai which it is of infinite importance 
for them to possess. And why ? Because they do 
not really estimate it ; for where tiie mind is fixed, 
where tiie affections are really set, there the man 
exerts his whole firame, uses all his energies ; and 
therefore, on this account, our blessed Saviour 
declares, he that loveth any thing more than me, 
is not worthy of me. Let us then, my beloved 
friends, make it the subject of our daily, (and more 
often than the day) application to God that our 
hearts may be softened by the power of his holy 
Spirit ; that we may be enabled to feel the evil and 
misery of sin in such a manner, as that we may 
thankfully lay hold on the means which he has 
provided for our restoration to his favour, and 
address our humble fervent prayer to him who 
heareth prayer, and in his own time, and in his 
own way doth answer every humble sincere peti- 
tion unto him. But if it be said, what great 
advantage is to arise to me, because I believe, that 
the Lord Jesus Christ did indeed sufier and die 
for the sins of the world ? How am I thereby to 
he reconciled to Ood ? In what respect can it 
advantage me, that this was done long ago ? How 
is the belief to operate upon my mind? My 
beloved Mends, those who do truly believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, do most sincerely, and in their 
hearts abhor sin ; they see clearly that God having 
H 
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given Ins <m]j begotten Son, H^t he might offer 
hinuself upas a sagriJ&ce for sin; ^hat God has an 
abhonenGe of sin ;. Hxs^t all ihaX i^ contrary to the 
tow of God» is abhorrent to God ; and that the 
law of God is so hononrable in the eye of God, that 
the only way for e^ sinner to have aocess unto God, 
is by the means which he hath prpvid^d : that God 
bath accepted so great a sacrifiqe, in order that to 
all eternity, and in eveiy corner of the divine 
dominions his law should be held honourable, that 
it might be manifest that this law being broken, 
nothing short of life could be required as the 
jpenaliy for. the broken law; andthiut; Christ, om 
adorable Sa^iour^ haU}, for our i^es, paid this 
penalty, . thai the penalty might not &dl upon us ; 
thai it is only through him we can have reconcilia- 
tion with God; and therefore, beholding the 
unspeakable baseness, and vileness, and sinftdnes^ 
of sin on the one hand ; and beholding the purity 
and holiness of God on the other, we are enabled 
most sincerely and in our hearts to hate sin, and 
to desire, above all things, to do that which is well 
pleasing in his holy sight, who hath thus unequi- 
vocally proved his love to us. Thus doth gratitude 
become a living principle in the heart, and we 
desire to obey, not from slavish fear, but from 
filial love to God ; and this is the moral change 
which it is absolutely necessary should be wrought 
in every human creature ; that there should be in 
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the heart the pievalence of that love of God, 
whereby we may be constrained^ by the blessed 
constraint of love to fulfil his holy law ; to desire, 
in all respects, to conform unto his gracious mind. 
Beeause the law of God is not a mere arbitrary 
law^ certain points held out to be complied with, 
whereby we may, as it wexe^ escape from censure, 
meiely because we have complied with these par- 
ticular points, but it is essential to our happiness 
to comply with the law of God, as much as it Is 
essential to the hi^piness of a child, if his father 
UH him not to run into the fire, to obey his father'ik 
command ; and if he disobey that command, and 
nm into th6 fire, he must surely. beiaursuflbnng 
which is attendant upon thatdisobedience. Thus, 
ia every respect in which we violate the law of 
God, we run into that which is necessarily destroc- 
tire to our peace; we ifiaay try t6 justify our con- 
duct, and say we ought to have peace, arid we 
win have peace in our own way, but it will fly from 
us like a shadow ; we cannot alter the nature, 
neithdr will the nature of things be altered in our 
favour, and therefore, the great point so mercifully 
held in view by him, who is perfect in love, is Hiis, 
that we obey him firom the heart; that we should 
be conscious of the holiness aiid beauty of his law ; 
Aat we i^ould comply with it fot love's sake ; and 
that love having beien lost in. the fall, and the most 
fordid selfishness, absolute debasement incurred ; 
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that the love of God shoulcl be restored, and it is 
only restored by a living faith in him whom God 
hath given ; and who hath given himself, whereby 
we become reconciled unto him; because the 
rebel cannot be at peace with his offended sove- 
reign, unless the rebel comply with the terms which 
his offended sovereign hath prescribed. How 
strange it would seem for an audacious rebel to 
come into the presence of his sovereign, whose 
laws he had disregarded and violated; and to say, 
" I am now come to seek for reconciliation." ** Well, 
but hast thou lost thy rebellious disposition ?*' ^' No, 
but nevertheless I come to be reconciled, and claim 
reconciliation.'' Alas, strange as this may seem, 
this is the way that poor blind mortals do often in 
the audaciousness of their bewildered and corrupt 
hearts, come as into the presence of God, and 
seem as though they thought that they have 
nothing to do but present themselves in their own 
way ; and think that if God be love, he will surely 
accept them. But how do they know that he is 
love ? How do they know any thing of the cha- 
racter of God, but by that which he hath been 
pleased to reveal ? And are we not to take all that 
he hath revealed ? Are we to take parts only of what 
he has revealed, and to trick out an image as if it 
were the reality ? No, my fiiends, there is only 
one way to come to God, which is his beloved 
Son, for he is the way, the truth, and the life ; and 
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men must oome hiimUy to him at the ibot of the 
cross, acknowledgiiig their sins, feeling in theiir 
hearts the sinfuhiess of their sins, crying as from 
the Fery heart, God be merciful to me a sinner ; for 
he will accept us no other way. Men must be brought 
to this way ; they must all be brought to the most 
referent and devout submission, or they never 
can feel that peace which passeth understanding ; 
because there is no other way in which they can: 
find peace with God, but through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. There is no other way, than by repentance 
towards God ; for there is no living faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ without repentance towards 
God. My very heart, therefore, desires, with, 
earnest prayer, in submission if it may be answered, 
that there may be none of us, however circum-t 
stanced in life, and whatever be our age and 
sitaation, but that we may seek unto God, in 
hamble submission; and let us not be alarmed if 
we be made sensible of the terrors of the law ; and 
it may seem as though the more we sought unto 
God, the more we be sensible of the awfulness of 
his eountenanee. If we be ready to cry from the 
bottom of our hearts, woe is me, for I am undone ; 
and if we be made conscious of unspeakable pres* 
sure from a sense of sin, let us pray for that dispo- 
sition, in which we may say, I will bear the 
iitdignation of the Lord, because I have sinned 
gainst him ; in his own time he will arise, give 

h2 
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us a sense of his mercy in Christ Jesw our Lord ; 
shew us the way of reconciliation through him ; 
give us hope, good hc^e through him who gave 
himself for us. And, under these circumstances, 
how unspeakably precious is Christianity; men 
are not then at a loss to understand how it is that 
there should be so much stress laid upon it, and so 
much said about the gospel ; the very name which 
seems as if it grated upon the ears of the unrege- 
nerate man ; the man who is dead in trespasses 
and sins ; who knows nothii^ of enjoyment, but 
in as far as outward circumstances contribute to 
his gratification ; when these go well, then he is 
highly pleased, gratified, ready sometimes to think 
how good is the Lord, in providing so many things 
in which we may enjoy ourselves. But when these 
things assume another aspect, then is he low, and 
ready to think, alas, this is a wretched world 
indeed ; %nd how strange that Ood, who is said to 
be love, should thus permit so much misery ; and 
he firets against the Lord. Thus the poor unrege- 
nerate and dark heart, being only gratified with the 
things of this present world, and satbfied in as far 
as they can be enjoyed ; and being only dislsressed 
when these things are withheld, if he have God 
in his thoughts at all, it is only just to measure his 
goodness by that which contributes to his present 
enjoyment. 

O, what foundation is there for hope h^e, my 
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beloved ftiendB ? It is an absolate shadow, flitting 
hither and thitlier, as the false glass of this world 
maj happen to cast it Bat how entirely different 
is that core hope of the gospel ; a man having this 
doth not depend on outward circumstances, to pre- 
sent to his mind the goodness, the mercy, and the 
loTe of God. O no ; ^^ other foundation can no 
man lay, than that which is laid, which is Christ 
Jesus ;'' that Is the sure foundation ; a foundation 
on which hope may rest every day and all day long. 
Hath God indeed so loved us, that he gave his 
only begotten Son for us ; his only begotten Son, 
one with him, who gave himself for us of his own 
pure compassion, and perfect love and mercy ; 
having bestowed upon us that which is greatest, 
can he withhold firom us that which is inferior, 
if it contribute to our real advantage, and the sal- 
ration of the soul ? Most assuredly not Although, 
then, outward circumstances may assume an utter- 
1}' afflictive aspect \ although there may be loss of 
friendship ; loss of property ; loss of health ; yet, 
a living fisdth in the Lord Jesus Christ doth per- 
fectly assure us of the love of God. And what shall 
separate, us from the love of God ? Shall heights 
or depths ; riches or poverty ; things present, or 
things to come, of whatever description ? No; to 
our joy, we may have seen this in some instances 
proved ; that men, under the most afflictive and 
trying circumstances, are enabled to receive them 
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with true resignation and pad^nce, and to look to 
God as their reconciled God and Father in Christ 
Jesus ; and believe in his perfect love and mercy, 
in Christ Jesus. And therefore, a living faith is 
no speculative matter; it is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen ; a living 
and sure foundation of hope ; and that even under 
the most proving circumstances. Because, there 
may be those who have a living faith in him who 
gave himself for us, who, through the weaki^ss 
of human nature, and the power of indwelling sin, 
may be led into the commission of faults which may 
expose them even to the observation of those by 
whom they are surrounded ; and men may be ready 
even to point at them and say, here is your pro* 
fessor. What is the poor hypocrite to do under 
diese circumstances i When the hypocrite fadls, he 
knows that the wh(de thing is up, and there is an 
end ; he has no support. But it is not so with him 
who hath a living fcuth in the Lord Jesus Christ 
Instead of casting away his hope, under these 
circumstances, he is brought into real bowedness 
of spirit; his very soul repents; he is glad to offer 
any thing that may prove the dncerity of his- re- 
pentance. But he is not satisfied, unless he feels 
a hope raised in his mind, that he hath real forgive- 
ness in the sight df God, for Jesus Christ's sake; 
and then is he willing, even to bear buffeting for 
his sins. Yes, my bdoved, although such as these 



81 

fall, yet they shall taot be attorly cast down ; for 
the liord upholds them with his hand. And those 
who have been thos circumstanced, in deep humili- 
ation and sorrow, have, from a sense of their 
weaikness, and their oontmual need of support, 
been rendered watchful on those particular points 
in which they have failed ; and have been enabled 
to withstand temptation in future, and to say to the 
enemy of souls, who is ever ready to select those 
who have striven to get out of his entanglements 
and bonds, to tempt them to the greatest extent; 
'' rgoice not against me, O my enemy; for though 
I fall, still shall I rise again.** Then let none of 
us be cast down below hope ; we have an advocate 
with the Fathei^; were it not for this, what would 
become of us ? and he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession. And such is the love of our heavenly 
Father, that he will render our mis-steps the instru* 
ments of our more earnest watchfulness ; and he 
will keep us in the narrow path that leadeth to 
eternal life. 'In this way the language is to be 
understood, all things, not most things only ; but 
all things, shall work together for good, to those 
who love Grod. But unto those who do not love 
God, and seek for reconciliation with him, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, surely nothing can work 
together for good. They may think that they jus- 
tify themselves, if they be able to find out those 
who have deviated from the moral law farther than 
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they seem to have done. And this is the fearfiil 
way, in which those whose hearts are hard, who 
are yet in a state of impenitence, seek to jostify 
themselves. Their sight is keen, as it relates to 
the faults and trips of others ; but obtuse and misty, 
as relates to their own faults; and therefore, as 
they are comparing sin with sin, th^y may soon 
find out atrocious sinners ; and if they have not 
been chargeable with these sins, think that they 
have a balance in their favour. Alas ! would that 
we might always be enabled, by the light which 
the holy scripture affords, to contrast sin with the 
holiness of God ; and then we should see what 
sort of a balance we have ; a balance that would 
weigh us down to the bottomless pit ; unless the 
Almighty Saviour were to extend his gracious asm 
to reach us. We can never justify ourselves by 
the sins of others ; to our own master we must 
stand or fall ; if we have the love of God in our 
hearts, God will acknowledge us ; if we have not, 
we are none of his; we have not come to him 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ; and therefore, are 
alienated from him. We may judge very fairly, as 
to our real state and condition, by bringing our- 
selves to a test after this sort; if sin in any man 
give us the slightest degree of satisfaction ; if we 
have, the least pleasure in detecting sin in others, 
we may be sure that the Spirit of Christ dwdleth 
not richly in us, because we are thereby diame- 
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tricallj opposed in our disposition to that disposi- 
tion whicli was in Christ, and which is ever in him; 
for he is the same yesterday, to day, and for ever ; 
we see men sometimes appear as if their very coun- 
tenance lighted up vrith satisfaction when they can 
speak of some glaring fsiults which they have dis- 
covered in others, but Christ when beholding us 
in our lost undone estate, i^ far from feeling satis- 
faction that we had fallen into the pit of destruction, 
took upon him our nature that he might extend 
unto us his gracious hand of help, and was not 
dissuaded from it by the prospect of suffering and 
death, but suffered and died for us, that he might 
rescue us frt>m our lost estate, that he might reach 
his gracious omnipotent hand to us, as to the very 
bottom of the pit, that grasping it by a living faith, 
we might be raised by him out of the depth of our 
lost condition, and placed in a situation in which 
we might joyfully participate in his holiness ; how 
opposed then is he to any satisfaction in the sight 
of sin ; from any disposition in which there can be 
the least complacency in any sense of it ; and how 
infinite his mercy, that instead of leaving us poor 
i'ebels in our lost estate to mourn and wail in ever- 
lasting perdition, that he should, in pure compas- 
sion, suffer and die for us, that we might behold 
the infinite majesty of heaven, and rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory ; behold his 
coantensLnce with joy, and in him unfailingly re- 
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joice. To him doth my soul recommend ereiy one 
of U8, and let us strive, that in humble, heart-fdt 
supplication, we commend one another to God, 
and to his gracious notice and condescending love; 
that we may be received by him, and rejoice for 
ever before his throne ; looking to him who gave 
himself for us, that he might reconcile us to God, 
and who hath washed us from our sins in his own 
blood. Greater love hath no man than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends. And ye are 
my friends, said he, if ye do whatever I command 
you. 



SERMON IV. 

PreoeW at tht Chapel^ B§dereu-^re$ti Unwn-ttrettiOet* fti, 1832. 

We have a high priest who is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; who was tempted in all 
points as we are, yet without sin ; who suffered for 
our sakes the death of the cross ; who rose firom 
the dead by the power of the holy Spirit, and ever 
liveih to maike intercession, and who is able to 
succour an those that are tempted. What a faith, 
my beloved friends, to contemplate such stupen* 
dous goodness and love ; how is it possible that 
there can be a greater proof of the love of Ood to 
us, than that which he hath bestowed on us ? If 
is wholly impossible ; how powerfully then are we 
called upon to examine and to contemplate every 
thing which is revealed to us, concerning God our 
Father who is in heaven ; concerning his beloved 
Son, our adorable Saviour, our merciful high priest. 
How powerfully are we called upon to consider all 
his words, to receive them with the deepest rever- 
ence and lOve ; to obey all his commands, and to 
desire in our hearts that in all respects we may be 
I 
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enabled to comply with his just and righteous 
requisitions. 

Since taking my seat among you, I have remem- 
bered with deep interest what our blessed Saviour 
said on that momentous occasion when he was 
about to suffer for our sakes, to give his precious 
life a ransom for us ; his poor disciples overcome 
with a sense of sorrow in the weakness of our 
nature, gave themselves up to sleep, and he gra- 
ciously said to them, watch and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation ; and then so mercifully palliated 
their conduct by adding, the spirit truly is willing 
but the flesh is weak. O, how unspeakably great 
is his love ' and mercy ; he changeth not, in him. 
there is no variableness, nor shadow of turning ; he 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; there- 
fore, it is that he beholdeth us in mercy, seeth us 
struggling. Yob, those who have a living fidth in 
him, he beholds them struggling as in an unequal 
contest ; but he loveth us, my beloved firiends, and 
he knoweth how to succour; he has not forgotten ; 
but he saith to us as he said to them, watch and 
pray— watch and pray lest ye enter into tempta- 
tion. Temptations are generally spread before us 
as nets, or sunk as pits in the way of those who, if 
they be unwary may be caught by them, or taken 
in them ; watch and pray therefore, lest ye enter 
in. There are never temptations wanting, they are 
always presented, but watch and pray lest ye enter 
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into temptations. It seems to me deeply interest- 
ing to consider this, because the man who may 
think himself watchful, who may be very wary and 
circumspect in bis conduct, if he were entirely to 
succeed in avoiding all temptation by his circum- 
spection, might seem to have somewhat to glory in. 
See, I have threaded all these mazes; I have 
avoided ail these traps and snares ; I have looked 
well to my path ; surely I have been gloriously 
successM in my career, and what a pity it is, that 
so many careless mortals there are, who are not 
looking at thdr path as I have done, and are con- 
tinually failing in this or the other respect, and 
suffering all the disadvantages which I have 
avoided. No, my friends, this is not the lot of any 
of us, we have abundance to humble us, abundance 
that may well bring us to humble prayer, to 
reverential and abased supplication. O for that 
forgiveness ! O for that strength so needful for me! 
with all my care, with all my watchfulness, how 
often do 1 fail; in thy mercy and never failing 
goodness strengthen me, I humbly beseech thee ; 
forgive my manifold transgressions, enable me to 
walk circumspectly that I may walk surely, that I 
may be sustained by thy strength. No, there is 
no room for the christian to glory ; and a mercy 
indeed is it, if we be made sensible of the constant 
need we have of that support which is afforded to 
those who reverently pray for it And on the other 
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hand, inrajer is to be onited with watchfUness ; if 
we were merely firom time to time to ask for stieDgCh 
and for those gracious gifts which God, in liis 
goodness, is ever disposed to bestow upon those 
who fervently ask for his all-eflicient grace and 
mercy ; if we were merely to ask for then, and 
then to suffer ourselves for one moment to thiii, 
we have asked, we have supplicated for the hdpof 
God, and therefore, we may well suppose that he 
will help us, and we need not be particolarly 
careful, we may give ourselves a little respite; 
watching is painful, why may we not (at least for 
a while) be satisfied ; that we have asked for that 
help which, if it be bestowed, will surely be suf- 
ficient ? No, my beloved fiiends, this will not do ; 
watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation ; he 
who is truly prayerful, who utters believing'prayer) 
will most assuredly make it a part of his supplica- 
tion, that he may be strengthened to watch with all 
perseverance ; that he may ever be upon his guard; 
that he may not be relaxing, and fall into idleness, 
and sloth, and spiritual carelessness, and thereby 
expose himself to the successful shafts of the 
enemy. But are there any of us, my beloved 
firiends, who are ready to say, what a miserahle 
painful life must this be, to those who must be con- 
tinually upon the stretch with the apprehension 
of falling into temptation ; why may we not take 
it rather more easy ? Why may we not indulge 
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oursekes to a certsdn extent, and trust to the 
general care of providence, that we may be kept 
oat of much evil, preserved from falling into grosi^ 
ans ; we may surely avoid these without so much 
of this careful watchfulness. O, my beloved 
friends, those who have been made conscious of 
the sinfulness of sin, who have been made con- 
scious of the unspeakable loss which is sustained 
by the departure from the law of God in any 
respect, will be far more sensible of the intenseness 
of the suffering that is produced, by a conscious- 
ness of being under the wrath of God, and exposed 
to his just indignation than of any suffering, or 
inconvenience, or trial in exercising watchfulness, 
and humhly desiring to dwell in the spirit of 
prayer. So far from its being a state of restraint, 
and carefulness, and anxiety, it is that state alone 
in which the highest enjoyment can be experienced. 
Prayer is the christian's vital breath; there is no 
constraint in breathing, what are we to do -without 
it i O if we have been made sensible of the cor- 
niption of our hearts through lust ; been made 
sensible that when lust hath conceived it bringeth 
forth sin ; and awfully conscious that sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death ; and if we have, 
as it were, been caught from the very mouth of the 
pit; been rescued as brands from the burning, and 
instead of feeling the tremendous fear that we 
1. must be for ever separated fi-om God; to be raised 
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to the joyful hope that through him who gate 
himself for us, we have the pardou of oar sins, and 
reconciliation with our Father who is in heaven; 
there will be real and earnest prayer as the very 
habit of the mind ; humble supplication unto himj 
who hath heard our poor prayers, and in his mercy 
and love hath rescued us from that spiritual death 
into which we were fallen. So far then from con- 
straint there will be relief, real consolation, which 
those who are endeairoming with all their might 
to please themselves have no idea of; and with 
regard to watchfulness, those who have through 
infinite, unmerited mercy, experienced a sense of 
the love of God in Christ, their watchfidness is not 
constrained and painful ; but there is, if I may so 
say, that communion with God in which the ey^ 
is continually turned unto him with real desire 
for his merciful direction, and for the help of his 
holy Spirit for Jesus Christ's sake; and so far 
from being a painful constraint it is a healthful and 
consoling exercise of the mind. Think not, my 
beloved friends, that I speak as one who has 
already attained. No, I cannot but be conscious 
of falling, falling very tax short ; yet I do speak as 
one who has, in unmerited mercy, been enabled to 
taste of these things, and not to speak of them as 
speculative matters, but as those things with which 
I am in measure acquainted ; and it is an unmerited 
ipercy to be so: but even those who are but in a 
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small measure acquainted with the joys and con- 
solations of communion with God through Christ 
Jesus our Lord, are earnest in their desires, fervent 
in their prayers that none, on any account, may 
miss of this inestimable blessing. What is all that 
this life can afford compared to it ? If we had the 
whole world without the countenance of God to 
shine upon us, to raise our hopes and expectations, 
that in his infinite mercy he will receive us for his 
belpved Son's sake, and cause us everlastingly to 
rgoice in his holy presence ; if we had the whole 
world without this, what would it be but as a mill* 
stone hanging about our necks, an absolute weight, 
a tremendous burden; yes, even rather too much 
of the world has been found to be a grievous burden 
to many who have not been willing to acknowledge 
it, and who have set their hearts upon the world, 
and God has given them their heart's desire, but 
sent leanness into their souls ; this state be hi firom 
every oncf of us. My beloved friends, let us not be 
setting our affections upon things below, but let 
us set our affections on things above, and really 
desire in our hearts, that we may be found of the 
number of those who are obeying God from the 
he^ ; who are really desirous of being found his 
devoted and obedient children, — ^not like slaves, 
who having their special task assigned them, are 
ready sometimes when they know that they have 
neglected their proper duty, to strive, in some 



9S 

degreci to make up for past deficiencies, not £rom 
the love of God, bat from fear of punishment; 
not from a desire to become more and more 
acquainted with him, and to rejoice in his pleasure ; 
but from the vain expectation that they may, by 
exerting themselves now and then, be able to enjoy 
themselves at other times, by giving loose to their 
own inclinations, and yet, so far perform their task 
as that they may pass with the rest, not fall short of 
the general average; be able to show up as much as 
the generality of people can, having in their minds 
no sense but that of a burdensome duty, which 
must not be wholly neglected ; but that it must at 
all events be performed some time, lest there 
should be too great a defalcation ; and so far from 
watchfulness and prayer, so far from holy commu- 
nion with God, and a sense of his love in Christ 
Jesus our Lord ; their only view of him is that of 
an all powerful task-master who will surely call 
them to account ; and therefore, in order that they 
may just escape condemnation, they must do many 
things contraiy to their inclinations, and burden- 
some to them; but yet, for all this, such is the 
constraint upon the mind at times, when the con- 
science is particularly active, that, even that which 
is very disagreeable is sometimes reluctantly done. 
The poor avaricious man will sometimes oblige 
himself to dive into his purse, in order that con- 
demnation may not come upon him as a floods but 
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as with a slaiM mariner, who in order that he may 
save the greater part oS his cargo, is willing to 
throw some things overboard; so with him, he 
wishes not to lose heaven, bnt at all events to 
retain as much of earth as {>ossible; and thus 
with the sensQal man, he may sometimes constrain 
himself so mach as to forego his sensaalities anfA 
his excesses^^and constrain himself to mortMca- 
tiom, in order that he may, in some degree, aton« 
for what he is conscious is standing against him, 
and fbr which he knows he must account. Thus, 
my beloved friends, those who do most sincerely 
desire to please themselves, and to go to tibe very 
utmost verge of self-gratification, they aie in a 
variety of ways ccmstrained to forego their present 
enjoyments in some degree ; but alas, this is alto«- 
geiher and completely different fit)m that state of 
watehfulness and prayer in which the true chris* 
tian has union and commlmion.with God ; the one 
is bond slavery, the other is the fireedom of son* 
ship, which we have received, if we have faith iU 
him who gave himself for us, for we have not 
xeceived the spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
the spirit of adof^on, whereby we cryAbba,Father^ 
the Spirit itself bearing witness with our spirits 
that we are the children of God ; and if children 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ How glorious the privilege, I cannot but 
dwell upon it My beloved friends ! let nothing) 
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nothing in this world deprive us of consolation so 
precious, of a privilege which, is so glorious, of 
hopes so unspeakably joyous. What shall we, 
any of us, for any earthly consideration, remain at 
enmity with God? reject his unspeakable gift 
in Christ Jesus our Lord ? be indifferent to those 
blessed influences of his holy Spirit, bestowed upon 
those who humbly believe in him who gave him- 
self for us ? This be far from us ; but how blind 
is the heart, how dead, if there be a willingly 
giving way to any known sin. Upon this subject, I 
cannot but feel a most affectionate interest; if 
there be any of us, my beloved friends, who are 
conscious when we bring ourselves to the scrip- 
tural standard, that we really are habitually violat- 
ing any known law of God on any pretence. 
for humble reverent prayer, that we may be enabled 
strenuously to resist, and effectually to overcome 
so grievous an evil. I do conceive it to be abso- 
lutely impossible for us to calculate the loss and 
the real misery which is produced by the deliberate 
violation of any known law of God ; the blindness 
which it produces in the soul is quite inconceiva- 
ble. If any man do the will of my Father who is 
in heaven, said our blessed Saviour, he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself ; the converse of this is obvious; 
if any man deliberately violate the holy command- 
ments of God, the blessedness of the doctrine of 
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Jesus Christ our Lord will be in a great measure, 
if not wholly, hidden from him, and he will remain 
a stranger to the joy, and blessings, and consola- 
tions of the gospel. Yes,* if he be giving way to 
what, in his perverseness, he is disposed to imagine 
is a little sin ; but what is a little sin ? is there 
any sin so little, that if it be persevered in, it is 
not an absolute rebellion against the law of God ? 
and how is the rebel to estimate the goodness and 
love of his sovereign i He is deliberately opposed 
to him ; his offers of mercy then cannot be esti- 
mated by him, because his heart is set against his 
sovereign, he is in direct opposition to him ; well, 
but he replies, it is but a little thing. Who knows 
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that is a little thing ? — and grant it be a little thing, 
is not our condemnation the greater for cutting 
ourselves off from communion with God, for the 
sake of what we ourselves would call a little thing ? 
Does it not cut directly against us ? Does it not 
aggravate our condemnation ? I cannot but speak 
feelingly on this point, my beloved friends, what 
I say is not speculative, and I speak it in the love 
of the gospel, and as a tender and affectionate 
warning to my beloved friends. I know the enemy 
of the soul would thus hold us in thraldom as it 
were, by a single hair, but he will not be satisfied 
with that; if we deliberately give way to that 
which is little, he will soon take a firmer hold of 
us. We may now, by resistance, effectually break 
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away ; but if we trifle, and allow ourselvea- to be 
held in captivity, the hold upon us will be greater 
and greater, and our deviatious more and more atro- 
cious; there is no standing still, there is no remain- 
ing in precisely the same state. Those who deliber- 
ately rebel will be led into more and more rebellion, 
and those who maybe secretly rebelling, if they g^ve 
way to this secret rebelUcm, will be led perhaps 
at a time when they least suspect it, into open 
rebellion, heinous, abominable sins. Doubtless 
it has often seemed strange to those who are not 
acquainted with the nature of sin, its heinousness, 
its detestableness, its sinfulness, as the Apostle 
expresses it, that it should be said, that he who is 
guilty in one respect is a transgressor of the whole 
law ; how can this be ? Why, the law is the law 
of love, my beloved friends; a man cannot 
deliberately violate the law of love in one respect, 
but he must necessarily be guilty of all ; if he 
violate the law of love he has not love in his heart ; 
and therefore, not having love, he cannot be 
governed by it; and th^efore, we see the hold 
which the enemy of the soul has upon those, who 
can be quietly kept in any known violation of the 
law of God. But O, how infinitely great is the 
mercy and love of God to us, that although we are 
transgressors of the holy law of God ; yet, God 
hath so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
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should not perish, but should have everlastrngilife. 
Let, therefore, the time past suffice us, under 
whatever circumstances we may be placed, in 
whatever ^ate, of whatever age we -may be, who 
have given way in any respect, and are giving way 
to the enemy ; let not the enemy have furth^ hold 
by inducing us to suppose that the^ is no open 
door for us, fbat we have deliberately violated the 
law of God ; and therefore, how is it possible that 
we can be reconciled to him ? How strange is the 
contradiction of the human heart ! men who would 
start and be offended on being deliberately and 
pointedly told that they are sinners, and be ready 
to question what any one, who so declared unto 
them their state, should mean; are nevertheless 
on many occasions iuduced to turn away in despair, 
and think that there is little or no hope for them ; 
that they have gone on in their own course ; they 
have offended God, and therefore they must even 
take their course. No, my beloved friends, there 
is forgiveness with him that he may be feared. 
0, how striking is that expression of the Psalmist, 
"if thou, O Xiord, shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord 
who should stand ? but there is forgiveness with 
thee that thou mayest be feared.'' How beautifully 
does it explain the meaning of the word so fre- 
quently used in the scriptures ; the ^^fear" of God ; 
not that fear which is to be explained by terror, 
otherwise it would not require that God should be 
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a forgiving God, to excite our fear ; for we should 
have reason to be afraid, in the common accepta- 
tion of the word — terribly afraid — ^filled with terror 
if he did not forgive. The meaning therefore is, 
there is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be 
reverenced as a Father. 

Yes, my beloved friends, he is our heavenly 
Father, who hath so loved us ; who hath proved 
his love to us, in that he gave his only begotten 
Son for our salces. There is forgiveness with him 
that he may be feared; draw near unto him I 
beseech you ; some of jou, my beloved friends, in 
an especial manner, bow down before him, and 
beseech of him for his mercy and goodness, for 
Jesus Chrises sake, and ask him that he will in his 
infinite love fill you with a sense of his forgiving 
grace, that you may be induced to draw near unto 
him in faith, even by and through him who gave 
himself for us, our adorable Saviour, that access 
might be found unto God, and that joy might be 
.experienced in his holy presence. O, come, taste, 
and see th^at the Lord is gracious ; lay aside everj 
weight and the sin which easily besets you; be not 
overcome of evil ; be not led away willing captives 
by it. O how unspeakably important may be 
even this poor warning to some of you, my beloved 
friends. Who knows the number of their days ? 
Who knows how long reconciliation may be offered? 
How infinitely much depends upon a little time ; 
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how powerfully then are we called upon by the 
mercy of God to forsake every thing which we have 
the most substantial reason to believe, is forming 
a separation between us and the infinitely holy an^ 
pure God. O for reconciliation ; true repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ; then indeed shall we estimate the import- 
ance of watchfulness and prayer ; we shall not find 
it to be a disagreeable and painful restraint; but a 
real joy, that which we do earnestly desire, really 
.seek after. O for communion with him whose 
goodness and whose mercy is shoi^Ti to me in the 
most unequivocal manner; who hath had com- 
passion upon me ; who hath enabled me to look 
unto him with hope, through that adorable and 
merciful Saviour whose precious blood was shed 
for my sake. How important may it be to some 
of us, my beloved friends, to strive with real earn- 
estness to draw near to God ; to resist the devil. 
How important may it be, not only to those imme- 
diately concerned, but to those who are in some 
way connected with them, or dependant upon them. 
How biting the self reproach to those who indulge 
tbemselires in any known sin, that they not only 
are depriving themselves of the joys of God^s salva* 
tion, and the hope of everlasting joy, but that they 
are doing what in them lies to alienate the minds 
of those who are dependant upon them, perhaps, 
for instruction and escample. O, who can estimate? 
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who eali conceive the dreadfidnefts of that sitaation 
in which they must be placed, wlio delibefately 
violate the law of God on any pfetenee. How is 
it possible that they can atone ? How can we any 
of us atone for the sins which we commit, or have 
committed ? A word spoken, an action peiformed 
at variance with the holy law of God, maybe heard 
and observed by those who may be determined by 
it, long after we are in the grave ; how can we con- 
pensate it i And if we die in onr sins, if the weight 
of our sins is to fall upon onr defenceless heads, 
what win become of us ? O, there is an Almighty 
Savionr. Nothing short of Almighty power, my 
beloved Mends, can save ns from the tremendoos 
weight of sin ; there is only one refnge, even that 
blessed One, who offered np himself for us, which 
is Jedus the eternal Son of God, who took upon 
himself our nature ; who suffered and died for us ; 
who is able to save all those who come unto him. 
But if his salvation be not sought, if an interest in 
him be not sought after, if we remain deliberately 
attached to our own way in any respect, and neglect 
so great salvation ; we must take the awlial conse- 
quences of unutterable folly. O how essential it 
is for us to be acquainted with the nature of sin ; 
if we be not, we are constantly liable to view eveiy 
thing as through a false medium. A wrong estimate 
of the nature of sin, necessarily induces a wrong 
estimate of the nature of salvation, and a dreadfldly 
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under-eslimation of tbat unspeakable gift of God 
so mercifully bestowed that we may be reconciled 
unto bim, and made partakers of the joys of his 
salvation. If -a man suppose that he is merely 
affected by «ome trifling disease; if he were cured 
of tills disease, he would jEaincy himself little indebt- 
ed for it ; it was some trifling remedy that cured 
him ; so, my beloved friends, before we can accept 
of that salvation which comes by Jesus Christ, we 
must have a very different estimate of sin to that of 
supposing it to be any trifle ; it must appear to us 
to be as it really is, a virulent poison, a deadly 
disease, or we shall not go with humble, reverent 
bowedness of spirit, to beg for the application of 
that eflScient remedy. No, because it is only by 
the holy Spirit of God influencing the heart, that 
we can have a right estimate of the baseness and 
sinfulness of sin ; and it is only by that blessed 
Spirit, that we can have any thing like an estimate 
of the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. O for an 
estimate of our unspeakable indebtedness ; that we 
may have a consciousness of the love and mercy of 
God, in providing for us so infinitely gracious a 
redemption. There is, therefore, abundant cause 
for watchfulness, and prayer, for the enemy of the 
soul working upon our own carnal dispositions ;' 
our earthly mindedness, is ever ready to dispose, 
and to increase our disposition, to think that it is 

a matter of the first importance that we may live 
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to ounelres; ihat if w^ hare done Bome liiings 
which ave right ; if we h$,Ye eaterted omselvea on 
some occasions, why, then we may nst iq>o]i our 
oars awhile. And thus, for every stage, for erery 
sitoation in life, temptaticms are adapted* And 
we see men sometimes, and monin orer theoi, who 
seem to have nm well, and hare experienced some* 
what of the joy and consolation which is afforded 
to those who are the deroted serrants of God, yet 
they hare relaxed, and seem as if they had ftynad 
some pleasant land, in which they think they may 
enjoy themselres for a time. But what does this 
sense of enjoyment arise frcnn, but from the unsnb'* 
dued corruption of the heart ? ** Ye did run well, 
what did hinder yon that ye should not obey the 
truth ?*' Are there any of us in this situation my 
beloved friends ? If there are, let us be aroused; 
let us be warned, and seek the mercy and the lore 
of God, who, if we seek unto him, and cry unto him, 
he will animate us afresh ; enable us to see, and in 
some degree to estimate the loss that we hare sufr* 
tained. What, for the sake of ease and carnal 
enjoyment neglect the service of God, my belored 
friends ? Suffer ourselves to be lulled, as it were, 
to sleep ? Think that we have done enough for the 
present ? Soul, take thine ease ? No, my beloved 
friends, this is not our rest; there is a rest prepared 
for the people of God ; but this is not the rest. 
Let U3 then arise ; gird up the loins of our mind ; 
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strive to acquit ourselv€8 like mai ; not b0 giving 
way to the repose into which the enemy of soohi 
would lull OS ; but put on the harness ; keep on 
the harness ; strivoi with real earnestness^ to fight 
the good fight of faith. O how seriously do they 
expose themselves to the very wcvst temptation* 
of the enemy, who indulge themselves in cowardly 
and sensual repose^ sufieiing their minds as it 
were to collapse, instead of keeping up that energy 
which is absolutely necessary for the christian^ 
O for watchfulness and prayer ; the enemy of the 
soul doUi set himsdif violently against Ihose wha 
are really striving to draw near to Ood in prayer, 
fiimishing them with all sorts of excuses ; the 
variety of their business ; the pisessing nature of 
their engagements ; that they have not the oppor* 
tunity perhaps of striving; that there is something 
of presumption in it ; any thing to keep us from 
the throne of grace. Bat let us not be so deluded. 
— O, if there be a real and watchful disposition of 
mind to turn unto God, occasions will be found, 
even by those who are most necessarily engaged 
in a variety of outward duties ; in which they can, 
in secret and deep prostration, pour forth their 
souls to God in prayer? Let me then, put my 
beloved friends upon their guard, lest in any wise 
they relax in this respect And if there be any 
who have hitherto far too much neglected this 
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important, this most interesting duty, let me put 
you, my beloved friends, upon diligent seeking 
unto God, begging of him for the Spirit of grace 
and of supplication. Do not think it sufficient to 
wait for the influence of the holy Spirit ; ask for it, 
strive to draw near unto God, and beg of him for 
his merciful help more often than the day ; it is 
absolutely needful for us. And how liable we are 
to give way to a careless disposition, as it relates 
to what God has been pleased to reveal to us in the 
scriptures. The enemy seems to furnish men with 
all sorts of excuses, if they be disposed to make 
them, for not humbly and prayerfully endeavouring 
to become acquainted with that which God has 
been pleased to reveal ; but those who are earnest 
in iheir desires to become acquainted with the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent are not put off in this way; they feel the 
importance of seeking after that truth which it- 
hath pleased the infinite Majesty of heaven to 
make known ; and their prayer is, that their under- 
standings may be opened that they may under- 
stand the scripture. Are there any of us, my 
beloved friends, who have been too indifferent in 
this respect? Satisfied with the mere cursorily 
looking here and there into the scriptures ; reading 
detached portions now and then, more by con- 
straint or for the sake of what may be considered 
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proper example, or yielding obedience to a proper 
rule, than with the real and earnest desire of 
becoming acquainted with the truth; with the 
genuine doctrines of the gospel, as new bom babes 
desiring the sincere milk of the word that thejr 
may grow thereby? I cannot but affectionately 
invite such ta a humble and prayerful considera- 
tion of this subject O for the heart to be bowed 
before God, that we may really desire that his hdy 
law may be written in our hearts; that we may 
become acquainted; that we may really receive 
that which he has been pleased to make known ; 
not curiously diving into that which is not clearly 
revealed, but with a really child«like disposition 
earnestly desiring to be taught* O what a blessed 
state is this, my beloved friends; those who have 
not experienced it cannot estimate it Men too 
often go to the scriptures, turn them over here and 
there, think that there is much that they cannot 
comprehend; lay hold of one part, oppose it to 
another, and think that they have found out some 
contradictions. On other occasions they will go, 
when their consciences arc convicting them of the 
error of their ways, and they will examine them 
and try to find out what has been the conduct of 
those who have been acknowledged as servants of 
Grod, and they find that in very many respects 
these have deviated from the law of God, and say, 
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Oy is this indeed tlie case, then, why am I to be 
condemned? And thus do they wrest the scriptures 
to their own destruction, instead of going to them 
to be taught, instead of the prayerful state of mind 
which those feel who are emphatically called the 
children of God ; who are desirous of learning of 
him, of being instructed in the school of Christ; 
ihey go with the desire of finding out something 
th^t shall palliate their own abominations, and 
they succeed to a wonder, they need not look far. 
O yes, my beloved iriends, there are many atrocities 
made known ihere, and men, no doubt have, in the 
perverseness of their hearts, thought that they 
have had a balance in their favour, even against 
those who are called the servants of the most high 
God ; but what is all this but the deplorable cor- 
ruption of the human heart ? the audaciousness of 
wickedness. Yes, those who are the servants of 
the most high God, in many respects, fall far short 
of the glory of God, for they are sinners ; but he 
who loved his servants of old with an everlasting 
love, gave them the spirit of repentance ; and he 
will give it to us, my beloved friends, if we 
reverently seek unto him ; and they were sorry for 
their sins, and mourned because of their transgres- 
sions, and they besought him who heareth the 
humble fervent prayer of them that seek unto hiniy 
and he forgave their sins, and loved them freely. 
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And what bar is there against us, my beloved 
friends ? His arm is not shortened that it cannot 
save, his ear is not grown heavy that it cannot hear, 
he is ever ready to do more than we can ask or 
think ; but there must be a disposition to receive 
his mercy, or it will fall upon us in vain, and we 
shall not be in a fit state to receive the blessing of 
him^ who is the same yesterday^ to-day, and for 
ever. Under all circumstances we may look to 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and through 
him have access to God; experience him to be 
our gracious deliverer, our merciful Saviour, our 
compassionate high priest, ever ready to afford us 
succour, and grant us help, carry us through every 
difficulty and draw us nearer and nearer to himself. 
Let none of us then, my beloved friends, on any 
account be damped or discouraged, or sink into a 
state of despair. It is the joyful business of the 
ministers of the gospel to proclaim the message of 
reconciliation ; to declare that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself; that the offers 
of his grace and mercy are to us all ; that he is 
graciously disposed to receive us in and through 
him, who gave himself for us in the perfect counsel 
of the eternal will of God. Yes, God commandeth 
his love unto us indeed, in that whilst we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us. O that we may be 
reconciled unto God through him, and find to our 
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ontpeakaUe joy, tkil b» ever firedi to niake inter* 
fcrot; tint be is our xdowMe Mediator, 
e liiiigli i y S wiwi r gpoo w hmi we aasy cist oor 
ceie, tor be eereth finr iiSy apd be baih pimred his 
love to nt ? tibeo wbj axt tboa cesi dowa, my 
8Md? and wbjr art ihfia ffiiqdnied wUfain me ? 
hppe tihoa in God, fiir I «baHy^pmiBe]iim,wlio 
is the beaUh of mj c owitwouio e end mj God. 
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